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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


We've been having busy times around here: Marriage, SCOTUS, 
Pride, and now Pets. So much catching up to do. 

First, thank you for picking up the Pride Issue in June. From all re- 
ports, that thing flew off the newsstands. We ran out of copies here at 
the office and had to hope that we'd be getting our grubby hands on 
a few of them...which we did. Phew. This popularity told me a couple 
different things; print publishing isn't dead and we needed a celebra- 
tory issue. There was no spectre of negativity looming. We had a little 
breathing room. We could tend to our fatigue. And then we could 
celebrate. Believe me, putting together the marriage coverage in the 
Pride Issue was therapeutic-it wasn't done with any second-thoughts 
or doubts, it was done with respect, reverence, and happiness. Show- 
ing some unsung heroes, talking about how shocking it might be 
to suddenly have rights, featuring couples in wedding scenarios that 
can finally be *Happily Ever After" in marriage if they choose...all of 
these pieces looked toward a positive future based on years of hard 
work and resolve. 

Next, Га like to hear more from you. What are you thoughts 
and reflections about the recent developments? Minnesota passed 
marriage equality. The Supreme Court of the United States found 
Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act unconstitutional (Section 
2 still exists; see Е.В. Boatner's “Edgewise” column). Californians 
are able to marry again thanks to the Supreme Court not uphold- 
ing Prop 8. People are getting engaged and applying for marriage 
licenses. Where are you in this? What are you thinking? Let me know 
at editor? ]avendermagazine.com. ГЇЇ collect thoughts and perhaps 
publish them as is, or use them to build a longer written piece; it's 
time to start documenting the next stage in this community's history. 

As far as what's coming up in the next issues of Lavender, we've 
got our Pride in Pictures Issue coming out in two weeks. Last year, 
I suspended all regular columns and content to give the community 
a commemorative issue of Pride photography to celebrate the 40th 
year of Twin Cities Pride. It was received so well that we're doing it 
again this year. All photos, all Pride, all you. 

Also, as we get closer to August 1 and the start of the new perpetu- 
al wedding season, we'll be out there documenting what's going on in 
the community. We'll publish pieces that talk about how marriage will 
affect you and your families, particularly as we learn more about life 
after DOMA. We'll keep a growing body of resources online so you'll 
be able to refer back to them as we keep moving forward. 

And move forward we will. 

I'm grateful for our journey and our celebrations together. I look 
forward to continuing to document this historic time for this com- 
munity. 

With thanks, 

Andy O 
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As an aside, I had a funny exchange on Twitter when our 
last Pet Issue came out with all dogs in it. The question was 
why weren't there any cats in it? Iresponded that we'd switch 
on and off with dogs in one then cats in the next...blah, blah, 
blah. Another tweeter very astutely laughed and noted that 
we're able to cover G and L and B and T in each issue but 
not both cats and dogs? Too true, dear reader. Too true. So, 
we have cats and dogs and even a bird in this Pet Issue. ГЇЇ 
focus on integration over separation from now on. Can't we 
all just get along? And, as an additional treat, please turn your 
attention to our friend, Fame, who now sports a knit rainbow 
mohawk hat that was featured in the Pets section of our Pride 
Issue. Fame's human, Jordan Roberge, not only got online 
and purchased the last one available but also sent me a pic- 
ture of dear Fame wearing it. А cat in a knit rainbow mohawk 
hat. Some days, it just doesn't get much better than this. 
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clinics accept most health plans, allow you to 
manage your care with 24-hour online access to 
MyChart and are ready to provide expert health 
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ӘҘ ^ WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


Ding Dong, DOMA’s Dead-Isn't It? 


On June 26th, SCOTUS, having pushed voter rights back a half- 
century the day before, took a step forward in civil rights for GLBT 
citizens by declaring DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act) unconstitu- 
tional and letting gay marriage resume in California. 

Marriage is now the state's call. Arecent Forbes piece raised many 
business and personal issues. One example, noted contributor Steve 
Harris, is that with marriage defined by state rather than federal law, 
“the surviving spouse in the case may now be able to defer over $300 
thousand in estate tax." 

SCOTUS slew one head of the dragon, but Section 2 is still alive, 
declaring that states don't have to recognize marriages from other 
states. With California back in the running, some 30 percent of Amer- 
icans live in states that recognize same-sex marriage, but if you're 
married, or about to be come August first, check carefully before you 
and your spouse decide to relocate. 

Section 2 will have to be addressed, particularly since it violates 
what is familiarly called the “Full Faith and Credit Clause" of the Con- 
stitution. That clause, Article IV, Section 1, says that states within the 
United States have to respect the "public acts, records, and judicial 
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ТО | LAVENDER | JULY 11-24, 2013 


proceedings of every other state.” 

I write this on the eve of Pride weekend, when there is great re- 
joicing-as indeed there should be. But along with the beads and beer, 
I ask you to remember that every bigot and religious right-winger 
that has opposed GLBT equal rights for decades, have not budged 
an inch. They're still out there, pushing the one-man one-woman ver- 
sion of marriage they claim is biblically derived, despite Solomon's 
many wives or David's peccadillos. 

Mike Huckabee, former Governor of Arkansas (R), tweeted 
through crocodile tears, “Му thoughts on the SCOTUS ruling that 
determined that same-sex marriage is OK: ‘Jesus wept.” 

"Jesus wept," appears in John 11:35, and occurred after Jesus 
had heard that Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, was dead 
four days. Jesus wept in empathy-then brought Lazarus back to life. 
There is not a word; not a syllable attributed to Jesus in the New 
'Testament about homosexuals. For or against. 

My own take: That Jesus today, seeing a severely discriminatory 
law struck down, would indeed have wept-for joy. O 
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An exceptional 
community deserves 
exceptional service. 
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BISEXUAL ORGANIZING PROJECT BECAUSE CONFERENCE 
JUNE 8, 2013 
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(or who you groove with) 


We do care about equality 
and giving you the same opportunity to 
save on car insurance as 
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If you and your partner are insured 
on the same policy, 
you'll get the married rate in nearly every 
state where we do business ... even states 
that don't recognize your union. 


You could say that we groove 
to a modern beat. 


See for yourself. 


esurance.com/equality 


esurance 


We offer the married rate in all states where we do business except 
FL, GA, LA, and MO where it is not approved by the department of insurance. 


insurance for the modern world’ (>) 


©2013 Esurance Insurance Services, Inc. All rights reserved. CA License HOG87829 
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"BEAR" WITH МЕ 
(WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... 


by Barry Leavitt 


RED RIBBON RIDE OPENING CEREMONIES 
July 18, 2013 • бат 

Mall of America * 60 E. Broadway, Bloomington 

Yes, I said 6am! I know it's early, but it's for an 
awesome cause. Come cheer on this year's rid- 
ers as they take off on this year's Red Ribbon 
Ride. If attending, you should arrive at the Mall 
of America at 6am using the north entrance off 
Lindau and Hwy 77. You should park in the 
surface lot of Nordstrom and go to the North 
Garden just inside the North entrance of the 
Mall. Opening Ceremonies begin at 6:30 am 
and the riders begin their journey at approxi- 
mately 6:50am. For more info, go to www.re- 
dribbonride.org. 


TUBING DOWN THE CANNON RIVER 
Saturday, July 20 • 10am 

Welch Mill Canoeing & Tubing • 26389 County 
7 Blvd., Welch 


The Minneapolis Movie Bears and the North 
Country Bears are getting together again for 
another big Tubing Down the Cannon River 
event. Last year there were 150 bears and 
friends enjoying a great day on the river. You 
don't have to be a bear, cub, or otter to join 
in the fun. Come join us this year and help 
us grow even bigger. Tubes are $9 each. Af- 
ter tubing, many in the group will be going to 
Treasure Island Resort & Casino for the buf 
fet. For more info, search "Tubing Down the 
Cannon River with the Movie Bears and the 
North Country Bears" or email rick.perry 
minneapolismoviebears.com 


MISS TCGSL 

Sunday, July 21 * 7pm 

Solera • 900 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

Miss TCGSL is the annual Twin Cities Good- 
time Softball League fundraiser that features 
league athletes performing in drag to raise 
money for the league and the league’s Sun- 
shine Fund for those in need. If you’ve never 
been to the event before, you seriously need to 
go. Every year the Miss TCGSL event attracts 
a full house, and is sure to keep you laughing. 
Tickets are $10 at the door. For more info, 
search “Miss TCGSL” on Facebook. 


GAY DAY AT VALLEYFAIR 
Saturday, July 27 • 9:30am 
Valleyfair ¢ 1 Valleyfair Drive, Shakopee 


Get Soaking Wet at the Minnesota AIDS Proj- 
ect’s 2013 Gay Day at Valleyfair. Gay Day 2012 
was a huge success with over 300 people at- 
tending, and this year is projected to be even 
bigger. Because not everyone’s Gaydar works 
the same, the organizers are asking everyone 
to wear orange to help identify each other. 
Tickets are only $29, so get yours today at: 
http://gayday.brownpapertickets.com/ O 
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FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


О Criminal Defense 
О Business & Civil Litigation 
О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


О Family Law / Divorce 
О Child Support 
О Domestic Partnerships 


| Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
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FITNESS JOURNEY RP" 


(with a little help from his friends) 


STEELE 


PERSONAL TRAINING CLUBS 


Get an inside look at his dramatic transformation 
over the next 9 months as he courageously shares 
his story with the world! 


Visit Lavendermagazine.com/BarrySweatsSteele 
to guess how low he can go on his weight loss 
quest and he entered to win your very own fitness makeover! 


Barry Before—Stay tuned for new photos each month! 
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BY JUSTIN JONES / PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAY KELLY 


Before 1 can offer him a drink, Jerry Harris hands over a grocery 
bag full of Dungeons & Dragons literature. "I thought these would 
help," he says. It's on our first meeting he makes this offer, not by 
request, but because, he says, he wants to make my research easier. 

He wears a polo and jeans to our first interview. He's 5'11”, fair- 
complected and naturally thin with brown eyes and peachy facial 
hair. He's easygoing, gregarious, and makes conversation right away. 
At 30, he looks and acts younger than he is. 

Jerry is a gamer. He plays tabletop role-playing games (RPGs)- 
Dungeons & Dragons among them-in which players create and 
explore complex and imaginary worlds. Inside these worlds thrive 
characters through whom Jerry and his friends complete quests by 
combating enemies and winning treasures. 

The RPG stereotype paints gamers like Jerry as social deviants, 
introverts in the extreme, and unfashionable, trench-coat-wearing 
high school bohos, strange and weak. Almost everyone with whom 
1 spoke regarding this article, all professional adults, in some way 
affirmed this perception; friends and acquaintances met me with 
tilted-heads, confused stares, and loaded questions like, "That's 
weird. Why write about that?" 

Jerry isn't ignorant to the stereotype, and when asked how he feels 
about it, he slows his otherwise hurried speech and removes from our 
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conversation his boy-like charm. Thoughtfully and calmly he responds, 
“If you have confidence, you attract the people you want in your life." 

His confidence, indeed, is manifest. 

Role-playing games fall into three categories: Live-Action, Virtual, 
and Tabletop. 

Live Action Role-Playing (LARPing) is best analogized to outdoor 
childhood play for its physical and imaginative nature, but contains 
sometimes extremely adult content and high levels of strategy and 
forethought. Like stage actors, LARPers channel characters and 
game-play through costume, voice, prop, and movement. With no 
script from which to read and largely with no planned choreography, 
top players are masters of improvisation and experts in stage fight- 
ing. (Renaissance festivals are mild LARP environments.) 

Virtual RPGs are the genre's most ubiquitous. '80s video game 
franchises Dragon Quest and Final Fantasy opened the format, and 
in 1991, AOL published Neverwinter Nights, the earliest example 
of what's today known as a graphics-based Massively Multiplayer 
Online Role-Playing Game (MMORPG), allowing players to interact 
online through virtual avatars. Today, World of Warcraft is the most 
popular MMORPG title in the world, with more than 8 million unique 
members (and it's hard to stop playing: Anthony Rosner, a former 
prominent World of Warcraft player, in 2012 created a short film about 


А WORLD 
WITHOUT 
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RPGs are tabletop hobby games. 
& Dragons (1974) became the first commer- 
cially successful, mass-produced role-playing 
game, and is today widely acknowledged as the 
"grandfather" of modern RPGs. The game has 
spawned at least 242 authorized novels, 3 major 
feature films, comic strips, toys, art, and special 
interests magazines, in addition to thousands 
of RPGs inspired by its success. Many celebri- 
ties publicly have stated that they play, or have 
played, Dungeons & Dragons, including Vin Die- 
sel, Moby, Wil Wheaton, and Robin Williams. 

Tabletop RPGs, like LARPing but with mini- 
mal physical effort, often require gamers to cre- 
ate and develop characters, ground-up, through 
whom they play. Players typically designate a 
“Game Master” who acts as the game's lead- 
whose role it is to create the environments and 
scenarios players navigate. In Dungeons & Drag- 
ons, the Game Master famously is called a "Dun- 
geon Master," or DM, and is a godlike non-com- 
petitor with dictatorial control over all aspects 
of play (including its ending: in the 2008 docu- 
mentary Dungeon Masters, a DM, much to the 
chagrin of his players, abruptly ends a game that 
had been in active play for more than 10 years). 

In Dungeons & Dragons, though he has lim- 
itless power, the DM is impartial between play- 
ers and ambivalent to good and evil. In other 
tabletop RPGs, such as Descent: Journeys in the 
Dark, the Game Master is an antagonistic com- 
petitor—an "Overlord" whose sole objective it 
is to destroy the game's heroes, controlled by 
other players. To win Descent, heroes must work 
together to seize dungeon treasures, conquer 
the Overlord's monsters, and achieve objectives 
provided for a scenario. 

Imagination and execution are requisite in 
the role-playing world. Inside Jerry Harris | find 
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xt 


е weren't happy with the new Descent,” he 


"Saysytéferring to the title'$ latest installment, “So 


my friends, and | created an expansion pack to 
Descent 1:0 With the changes we wanted to see." 

Jerry's confidence rises audibly when he 
shares something for which he is proud. His eye 
contact in these moments is gripping, and his al- 
ready high level of detail intensifies. He seems 
most proud of the changes—expansions, rath- 
er—he and his friends made to Descent, changes 
he believes not only make the game better, but 
that are marketable. 

l'm skeptical when Jerry tells me he plans to 
pitch to the game's developer his homemade sup- 
plement, so he hands over a few game cards for 
me to preview. Their quality is strikingly close to 
the factory-produced cards. He schools me on the 
expansion pack's substantive content enhance- 
ments with language fast-paced, proud and jar- 
gon-dense— catch dizzying terms like "lightning 
sword," "armor class," and "hero ability”—but, 
green as | am, the materials are impressive, and 1 
sense that his project is no farfetched dream. 

The developer to which Jerry and his friends 
intend to pitch their idea, Fantasy Flight Games, 
is a Roseville, Minnesota-based company. It en- 
tered the market in 1995 with tabletop board, 
card, and RPG games during a burgeoning time 
for the gaming industry. Console and PC-based 
games were revolutionizing RPGs with bound- 
ary-pushing virtual content and sophisticated 
graphics, while card and board games were be- 
coming increasingly passé. 

Maybe once considered a farfetched entry 
into the industry, Fantasy Flight today has esti- 
mated annual revenues exceeding $30 million 
and continues reporting year-on-year double- 
digit percentage growth. It still hasn't published 
a major video game. The video game industry, 
meanwhile, is leveling off. 

Jerry's bedroom looks like any bachelor's: 
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©2013 Treasure Island Resort & Casino 


SAY “I DO" IN PARADISE 


There’s nothing like an elegant wedding to set the romance 
bar high. Which is why couples tying the knot should plan on 
Treasure Island Resort & Casino. We have banquet / 


rooms perfect for any size wedding party, an 4 


€ 


hotel rooms and suites, and lots of gaming " 
excitement just down the hall. To say n 9 Treasure Island 


RESORT & CASINO 
"| do," simply call 1-800-222-7077. 


experienced catering staff and a wide variety 
of menu choices. Not to mention luxurious 


TICASINO.COM 


clothes strewn about but somehow organized 
(Jerry seems likely to know exactly where every- 
thing is), a bedside microwave and beer fridge, 
and a computer desk. We step over laundry, 
gaming materials, and DVDs, and Jerry clears 
for me a leopard print armchair and sits on the 
edge of a sheet-less mattress. Behind him looms 
a glossy image of Lady Gaga. 

Jerry has an air of humble confidence and, 
despite Lady Gaga and his large collection of 
role-playing games, he fits neither the gay male 
nor gamer stereotype. Jerry is quick to dismiss 
this observation altogether. He's uncomfortable 
with the word "stereotype." This is first apparent 
when he reflects on high school culture. 

In high school, he says, "There are Lead- 
ers: the jocks, cheerleaders, the popular kids. 
There are the Gamers. The Outcasts-they're 
your goths, your stoners. Then there's the Get- 
Wits-the band geeks, drama geeks, computer 
nerds. Then there's the Liaisons that keep every- 
thing together-people who are friends with all 
groups, but part of no group. | was a gamer, a 
band and drama geek, but | was a liaison. | was 
smart, so | tutored some of the football players, 
and [they weren't what people stereotyped them 
to be]- they were smart. They needed help on 
some things, and the smart kids needed help on 
others... Was | picked on in high school? Maybe, 
yeah, probably, because | was a band and dra- 
ma geek, but | had my close friends, and | had 
friends in every group." 

On the stereotype of the gay male, he is 
hesitant to make an observation. | ask him to 
describe a "normal" gay man, and, after a long 


pause: "Unfortunately, what comes to mind are 
the bad stereotypes-superficial and cliquey. Per- 
sonally, my sexuality doesn't define who | am. 
Do 1 have to be superficial? No, 1 don't want to 
be," he says, but also admits, "That's not to say 
| don't make judgment calls. | do." 

| take Jerry through a series of other stereo- 
types, and from drag queens to football players, 
Jerry relates himself to each, in some ways di- 
verting away stereotypes from the groups they 
describe. Of drag queens, he sympathizes with 
what it's like feeling misunderstood in pursuit of 
one's passion and with the challenges one faces 
with character development. 

"[But] overall, | think the gay community is 
accepting," Jerry tells me, though he says he 
sometimes feels like an outcast. He enjoys to 
some degree observing the gay community 
from the "outside-in" but wishes he were a more 
part of it. He places on this admission the caveat 
that "being part of it" doesn't entail changing 
himself-no level of acceptance, he emphasizes, 
is worth that price. 

Jerry eats two ice cream Drumsticks back- 
to-back as we chat under Lady Gaga, and in the 
company of dirty laundry, a leopard-print chair, 
and Dungeons & Dragons, it occurs to me that 
Jerry is still the liaison he was in high school: rel- 
ative to everyone without being just "anyone." 

Jerry meets weekly with a group of friends to 
play Descent. Over potluck, homemade, and car- 
ryout food they spend Saturday nights navigat- 
ing dungeons and conquering Overlords. Jerry 
counts these nights as some of his most trea- 
sured and fellow gamers as his closest friends. 
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As most of the gaming world is comprised, his group consists most- 
ly of straight men, but sexuality is never at issue—not to say that it's 
wholly ignored in the larger role-playing community. 

Jerry tells me that homophobia is prevalent among gamers, and 
while he's found a group of close friends with whom to game, he's 
run into his share of discomfort. 

Ofthe stereotypes given to a traditional RPG player, open-minded- 
ness is one of the flattering. One's inclined to think of gamers as we 
might perceive high school outcasts: strange and socially deviant, but 
definitively liberal and open-minded. In the gaming world, however, 
heterosexism and sexism, Jerry tells me, are commonplace. 

Jerry relates his own experience to such class-within-a-class ste- 
reotyping, in both the GLBT and RPG communities. When one after- 
noon | visit a gaming center with Jerry, we're met with unwelcome, 
go-away stares. “[It’s like being ostracized in the GLBT communi- 
ty],” he says, "You're used to the gay, lesbian, bi, and transgendered 
people. But when you come along and [are even more different], 
they're like, "Wait... huh? You're part of our group how?'" 

| initially sympathize with Jerry when he shares this part of the 
gaming community. Once outcast in high school, now shunned by 
much of the gay community, and faced with close-mindedness from 
other gamers, he's an outcast inside a community outcast by both 
straights and gays, in an already disenfranchised GLBT community. 

If he's affected by any of the above, however, one can hardly tell. 
His disposition is as bright and as charming when he reflects on this 
as it is at all points in our conversation (his friends nicknamed him 
"Sunshine" for this unwavering non-judgmental optimism). 

He invites me to his house for our final interview. It's a cozy two- 
story stucco-and-brick craftsman set on an eclectic street in west 
Minneapolis. Behind a mature oak, the home feels quaint but hid- 
den. Inside | meet his roommate, a shy, scholarly man much older 
than Jerry. Their dynamic seems as much roommates and friends 
as it does father and son. Ever-polite and respectful, Jerry excuses 
us to his room to show me his game collection. 

Jerry offers me Kool-Aid when we're chatting in his bedroom. He 
apologizes for the mess. He offers to show me-and give me-what- 
ever material | can use to help write this piece. He's patient—incred- 
ibly patient-when teaching me the basics of Descent. He's honest, 
humble, and himself during this (and every) interview, all the while 
carrying about him an enviable sense of initiative and creativity. 

Despite his good nature and impressive ambition, however, Jer- 
ry is an outcast because he plays role-playing games. 

| can't help but think of those who've stereotyped him this way- 
people we call "normal." 

For escapist entertainment, one today considers "normal" watch- 
ing Real Housewives of [Insert City Here] and American Idol; reading 
Us Weekly and TMZ; texting ad nauseam; wasting away on Facebook. 
The Normal's escapist entertainment is found through the lives and in 
the imaginations of television producers, celebrity gossip, and smart- 
phone backlight, leaving his brain to wander only in his sleep. 

And it is the Normal who will judge Jerry and those like him. 
He'll outcast Jerry for playing silly games, for taking seriously pre- 
tend wizards and dragons, for wasting Saturday nights over imagi- 
nary adventures. The Normal will look at Jerry as a social hazard, a 
could-have-been, a fixer-upper, an object for the judging. 

But Jerry doesn't rely on the imaginations of others. His escapist 
entertainments aren't found in the opulent lives of spoiled house- 
wives or in the devastated dreams of wannabe singers. Jerry es- 
capes to exactly where he wants to go-into worlds mammoth and 
fantastic—into stories of his own making. 

Envy, what one considers the outcast feeling toward popular hi- 
erarchy, indeed applies to my perception of Jerry, but its meaning is 
inverse. | realize in Jerry's messy bedroom that the stereotypes you 
and | hold against him-and those that are held over us-are simple 
misplaced insecurities, locked inside the dungeons of our judgment, 
guarded by the dragons of our ignorance. O 


Photography: Local Minneapolis photographer Jay Kelly seizes the beauty of his sub- 
jects. Finding great delight in allowing people to see how beautiful they can be is what 
he strives for. www.jaykellyimages.com 


24 | LAVENDER | JULY 11-24, 2013 


ONE'S INCLINED TO THINK OF, 
GAMERS AS WE MIGHT, 
PERCEIVE HIGH SCHOOL 
OUTCASTS: STRANGE AND 
SOCIALLY DEVIANT, BUT 
DEFINITIVELY LIBERAL AND 
OPEN-MINDED. 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Sweet Revenge! (or No Mother To Guide Her). Photo by Michal Daniel 


action-packed comic book sequence 
is as entertaining as anything you'll 
see on the action movie screen 
this summer. And skating on scrub 
brushes has never been this fun! 
Holt and Sigmund remind us 
what great comic imagination is. 
Imagination = great entertain- 
ment. What a concept! (It takes no 
imagination to say something crude 
at a comedy club.) Playwright Jody 
Davidson, who adapted the script 
from Laura Joffe Numeroff's book, 
has created a text that demands first 
rate comic ability in order to create 
first-rate entertainment. And this 
show, brilliantly directed by Peter 
Brosius, is definitely that! 


APPOINTMENT WITH DEATH 

Through July 28 

Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Av., Mpls. 
(612) 333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 

If you've read Agatha Christie's novel version, you may be 
surprised that she removed detective Hercule Poirot when she 
wrote the stage version. TRP dramaturg Angela Gross points out, 
"The play is regarded as one of her most radical rewrites." Director 
John Gaspard shares, “When she transitioned from novel to stage, 
she made more changes than she ever had to the structure of her 
story. Not only did she re-write the identity of the killer, but also the 
motive; so people who had read the book won't be one step ahead 
of people who haven't. In fact, she kept in some clues from the old 
version, just to throw people off track. Plus we've found some fun 
twists and turns in the text." 

This is an especially interesting opportunity for Gaspard, 
whose own mystery novel, The Ambitious Card, will be released by 
Henery Press in August. He says mystery writing is all about struc- 
ture and that Christie “had that nailed. Clues, characters, motives, 
means, opportunity, red herrings - like all the writers who have 
endured from the golden age of mysteries, Christie used all those 
tools to structure solid, involving, entertaining, mysteries." 


IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE 
Through July 21 
Children's Theatre Company, 2400 Third Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 
Everyone's a comedian nowadays. Comics can stand up before a 
socially programmed audience (of which there are multitudes) that 
laughs simply at the mention of a dirty word, a bodily function, or a 


politically incorrect phrase. Simply 
being offensive and transgressive 
as ends in themselves are consid- 
ered to be talented in many circles. 
(Please!) And of course, there's 
always some reactionary who carps 
back that 'It's only entertainment! 
Don't be so serious! Hence the per- 
son making the legitimate critical 
observation is ridiculed. 

Well, guess what! Something 
can be entertaining and acces- 
sible and have craft. For example, 
solid slapstick comedy, which most 
stand-ups could never master, is the 
ultimate populist entertainment. 
For a glowing example of this, catch 
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie at 
CTC. Two adults, Dean Holt as the 
Mouse and Reed Sigmund as the 
Boy, ricochet more comedy than 
the biggest barrage of bullets you'll 
catch in whichever Whatever Action- 
Man Part Whatever Number you will 
catch at the movies. 

However, be warned: Holt's 
Mouse may turn your tummy and 
crack you up when you see what he 
does with marshmallows. You may 
go giddy when you see the Mouse 
make a major mess in the kitchen as 
he acts out a comic book story the 
unwitting Boy actively reads. This 


SWEET REVENGE! (OR NO 
MOTHER TO GUIDE HER) 
Through Aug. 24 

Minnesota Centennial Showboat, 
Harriet Island Rd., St. Paul 

(651) 227-1100 
www.theatre.umn.edu/showboat 

The Showboat's annual 
melodrama performed by U of 
M students is a regional sum- 
mer staple with its short musical 
numbers called ‘olios. However, 
2013's staging of Lillian Mortimer's 
Sweet Revenge! vividly directed 
by Peter Moore, is one their best 
traditional melodrama selections in 
many summers. The situation itself 
is ripe for booing and hissing the 
villain and cheering the hero and 
other good gals and guys. 

Like any good melodrama 
there's a deadly sin that drives 
the villain. In this case it's greed. 
Bank robber John Livingstone is 
played with crafty assurance by 
Joseph Pyfferoen, along with his 
cohort in crime, Mother Taggart, a 
drunk whose mean streak definitely 
comes through Laura D. Hickey's 
performance. 

Rebecca Wilson and Christian 
Boomgaarden are sweetly sentimen- 
tal as Rose and Ralph, a couple who 
must keep their marriage secret 
out of fear that Livingstone will 
blackmail the insecure Ralph for a 
perceived crime that Ralph actually 
didn’t commit. When you see the 
play the circumstances around this 
will be clear. 

Maeve Moynihan delights as 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Urinetown. Photo by Michal Daniel 


Bunco, described as 'A Strong Orphan Girl.' You guessed it: she's 
butch and likable, reminiscent of the Calamity Jane archetype. Nike 
Kadri and David Nando are lovably rustic as an interracial country 
couple that wouldn't have been considered by most, if not all, cast- 
ing agents when the play opened in 1905. But nowadays we know 
there were interracial couples in isolated parts of the US. 

Actors Kevin Gotch, Allie Babich, and Bear Brummel also cut 
vivid melodramatic figures. Everyone's vocals are solid in the olios 
with an ethereal Moynihan featured in a tribute to Chicago dance 
pioneer Loie Fuller (1862-1928). We get a glimpse into the reality 
that the turn of the last century performance possibilities could be 
innovatively modernist, not just melodramatic. Vern Sutton's olio 
direction and Anton Melnichenko's piano accompaniment perfectly 
suit the vaudevillian spirit. 


URINETOWN 

Through Aug. 11 

Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 822-7063 

www. jungletheater.com 

The global water shortage was fully known of when Urinetown 
first performed in 1999, but its current revival at the Jungle has 
arrived when the drought in the American southwest has coincided 
with shortages in the Upper Midwest, including Minnesota. In the 
Dakotas oil interests and some municipalities have been in serious 
conflict over this. 

Serendipitously, the conflict between corporate monopoly and 
the average citizen is central to Urinetown, where going to the toilet 
has been privatized and public urination equals the death penalty. 
Kersten Rodau as Penelope Pennywise, a toady for the power 
elite, sings a spirited rendition of ‘It’s a Privilege to Pee.’ Penelope, 
pound-foolishly, does her part to keep the masses from rising up, 
but sometimes you can't keep 'em down. And such an uprising, 
which results in the abduction of an heiress, makes for a musical 
that has us consider the uncomfortable politics of the haves and the 
have-nots. 

Ray Berg's music direction of the tunes by composer/lyricist 
Mark Hollmann scrupulously masters a broad range of styles, 
which his terrific orchestra and director John Command's crackling 
cast relishes. Every single actor embodies a vaudevillian perfor- 
mance technique that frequently dazzles and propels the action with 
vibrant vitality. 
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Hollmann and book-writer 
Greg Kotis are clearly at odds 
with corporate monopoly but they 
ultimately reflex to the trivial with 
the catastrophic aspects the show 
puts forth. It seems to promise 
a dark twist that master satirists 
like author Johnathan Swift or 
filmmaker Robert Altman built into 
their story structures, so that you 
experience both laughs galore and 
a chill down the spine. Regrettably, 
Hollmann and Kotis, didn’t go this 
route and it may be what keeps the 
musical on theater history’s second 
tier of major musicals, rather than 
the first. 


THE WORLD OF WORK: 
IMAGES OF LABOR AND 
INDUSTRY, 1850 TO NOW 
Through Sept. 1 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 
2400 Third Av. S., Mpls. 
(888) MIA ARTS (642-2787) 
www.artsmia.org 

Here’s another small MIA ex- 
hibit that goes right to the jugular. 
In a 1927 piece by Albert Decaris 
you can sense the sweat coming off 
the men. Titled ‘Miners,’ the eye is 
drawn toward the musculature of 
men with bare torsos picking away 
and handling coal chunks. Bodies, 
beautiful. Situation, miserable, 
not to mention ultimately lethal. A 
section from Antonio Pollaiulos’s 
‘Battle of the Naked Men’ engrav- 
ing is shown to indicate its 15th 
century influence on Decaris. 

In contrast, the idea of the mus- 
cular ideal as a source of empower- 


ment, rather than a slide to disinte- 
gration, is seen in Rockwell Kent’s 
bold ‘Workers of the World Unite!’ 
from a 1937 engraving. Another 
International Workers tribute from 
1941 by Kent bears a resemblance 
to the Mosfilm logo of the Soviet 
film industry. It was a time when 
the US and the USSR stood tall and 
united against the Nazis. 

American master James 
McNeill Whistler, whose mother 
is an American immortal, is also 
represented in a hazy, dreamy 
etching titled ‘The Forge.’ You can 
sense the heat and the smoke. 
Another master, this one from 
France, Edgar Degas, is also a part 
of this world of work with ‘The 
Laundresses.’ 

There are also strong civil 
rights statements. ‘11 year Old 
Spinner in a Cotton Mill,’ a haunt- 
ing 1908 photo by Lewis Hine, 
brings to mind those countless un- 
protected child laborers (in this pic- 
ture, a girl) before FDR’s New Deal 
era. David Parker’s 1995 photo of a 
boy titled ‘Laborer, Pumico Quarry, 
Lombock, Indonesia’ reminds us 
that sanctioned child hard labor ex- 
ists in recent history and continues. 

As for race, its intertwining 
with religious bigotry is shamefully 
exposed in a stereo card from the 
1870s titled ‘Heathen Chinese, The 
Miner, No. 1.’ A Chinese miner 
stands with his pick axe. Such 
cards were used to distribute to 
make a mean-spiritedly stigmatiz- 
ing point. The MIA is right to make 
us aware of this part of history. L1 


Rockwell Kent (American, 1882 - 1971), 
Workers of the World, Unite!, 1937, wood 
engraving. Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. 
Humleker in memory of Mrs. John S. Wier 


Sewatd 


WWW.seward.coop 
2823 E Franklin Ave 


SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS 
SHOP LOCAL 


DATE NIGHT 


Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pízza 
Desssert 


Bottle of Wine $35100 


499 Payne Ave. * St. Paul 
Railroad Island District 


612.825.6827 М - 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis 


Celebrate Your Independence Salsa Style!! 


Presented by Vw /GUCINA DI 
# 


оон о дад LAVENDER 


S RISTORANTE Two 


Part of Robbinsdale's Whiz Bang Days 


Nonna Rosa's Patio Admission: FREE 
Friday, July 12 - 5:30 to 7:30pm 


(In banquet room if it rains) 


CASH BAR 
Enjoy your favorite cocktail, beer or wine 


MEAT RAFFLE 
Register to win great prizes, including a $100 Nonna Rosa gift card 


4168 W. Broadway Ave. Robbinsdale 
nonnarosawinebar.com 


Go to Facebook and "Like" Sausage Fest at Nonna Rosa 
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SLICE | Joy Summers 


My grandmother’s hands were delicate. Age had bent her 
fingers, swelled her knuckles, and I could trace the roads of pur- 
ple veins through her skin; soft, but crinkled like tissue paper. 
These hands held mine as mine grew. On her finger she wore 
the diamond ring set that now resides on mine. As she read me 
storybooks I would watch her hands, fascinated by all she did 
with them. In the kitchen I watched as she used a stick of butter 
to prepare a pan for baked goods. Then she would scoop a hand- 


Iceberg lettuce has never before been 
so sexy. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


THE BUTTERED ТІМ. 


ful of flour, dust the pan, tap the sides, and unceremoniously 
dump the excess in the sink. Then we would pour the batter, 
often her signature blueberry muffins. 

While I was chatting with Jennifer Lueck about her new St. 
Paul breakfast and lunch spot that she recently opened with 
business partner and pastry chef Alicia Hinze, all she had to do 
was say the name and I was instantly back in that kitchen; smil- 
ing at the memory of those hands that I haven’t held in too many 
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more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


STA] 


м 


UO 


CLosE. 


CH) 


CIVILIZED 


Hennepin & West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 


KITCHEN ВАК 


www.LoRiNcGKiTCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Bielenberg ё Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


GOURMET GROCERY, р " 
L, A: 
NU 


THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


Since 1987 LN 
) 


Main Store twitter com/holylanddell 
2513 Central Ave. NE. - Mpls., MN 55418 - 612-781-2627 . 
Midtown Global Market f Like us 
(old Sears bldg.) Offers! 
920 East Lake St. - Mpls. MN 55407 - 612-870-6104 facebook.com/holylandbrand 


DE 


LEISURE 


Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue @ Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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(Clockwise from left) Alicia Hinze and 

Jennifer Lueck welcome you to Lowertown; 
Chocolate cake: Because why wouldn't you want 
your cake and eat it, too?; The Buttered Tin Chef 
Jason Schellin. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


years. That's exactly the feeling they were hoping to evoke. While there are 
most certainly comfort-food memories to be found inside, like sticky slices 
of coconut cake and a stroke-ofgenius Easter dinner sandwich, everything 
is executed at a higher level than a home cook could ever hope to achieve. 

The restaurant, located in St. Paul's Lowertown neighborhood, doesn't 
feel like a throwback. The walls are the color of lemon buttercream, capped 
with chocolate-colored tin ceilings and filled with gleaming white accents. 
It's elegant without being fussy. 

Hinze arrives early in the morning, when she and her bakers assemble 
a collection of biscuits, cookies, cupcakes, cakes, and the bread for the 
sandwiches. There is always a collection of cupcakes in the cooler, items 
she gained some amount of fame with, when 
she made an appearance on the Food Network's 
Cupcake Wars (she was on the winning team). 
Every day there's a different savory biscuit of- 
fering, one day it was spinach pesto, another 
was ham and cheddar, which can be eaten at 
room temperature, or warmed up by one of 
their friendly staff members. 

On the savory side, Chef Jason Schellin has 
been brought in. Schellin is known for his ele- 
gant, seasonal work at Muffuletta. The Buttered 
Тїп hasn't been open long, but I've been drawn 
back time and again to work my way through 


this entire menu. Perfectly fitting for this walkable neighborhood's lucky 
inhabitants, you could eat here every day for lunch and breakfast. Hearty 
breakfast fare includes items like their huevos rancheros benedict which 
is built upon tender, savory/sweet cornbread squares and topped with 
creamy avocado slices, perfectly poached eggs, and black bean-studded 
salsa. Served with a perfectly dressed mixed green salad and a pile of 
fresh fruit, it's a beautifully balanced meal. 

Other breakfast highlights include an *omelette" made of hash browns. 
Be still my heart, ultra-crispy shredded potatoes are folded over Gruyere 
and tender, young asparagus. Top it with a poached egg and you are in 
breakfast Nirvana. They also have seriously good pancakes topped with 
bacon-packed butter and real maple syrup. 

An instant classic served, as Lueck joked with 
me, “аз God and I intended," is the Easter sand- 
wich. Roasted ham (not those sad, floppy cold 
cuts but real ham) and cheesy scalloped potatoes 
are served on fresh ciabatta. Not only did I wish 
my family ate like this every spring, this dish also 
won me over on ciabatta which is a bread that so 
often goes awry being chewy and the sort ofthing 
that spits out your sandwich fillings. 

Their clever take on a Rueben is loaded onto 
caraway rye bread-perfectly cooked beef short 
ribs that yield juicy flavor explosions with every 
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RODIZIO GRILL. 


The BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE 


$5 COCKTAILS - $4 WINES + $3 BEERS” 


2197 Elm Creek Blvd. | (763) 657-1133 | rodiziogrill.com 


тһе 
Melfing Dot. 


a fondue restaurant 


(612) 338-9900 * MELTINGPOT.COM 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


*Offer valid at this location only 


= 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, „ 
FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY MAP- - 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


Right at Home 
Custom care plans for in-home services for 
the elderly. Based on a personalized care 
assessment we provide most non-medical 


services that may be needed. 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am - 2626 East 82nd St. Ste. #150 
Р Bloomington, MN 55425 
$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails ч , 
$5 Off АП Buckets O' Beer 3 i (952) 854-6122 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm www.rah-tc.net 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour E - 
on Monday & Tuesdays! ў f 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events b " - " 
Vue 39 8 CST 3 
tus oy es ашау Ganaan & Чаа онну RR Н ЖИШШ, = E | 
BO Wiss Hn Sis | ЕЛҮ ЖЕШ, ДЕДЙ 651.222.0100 Á BER GM OE 


LavenderMagazine.com | 33 


SLICE 


bite-topped with gooey cheese, a house made, 
pickle-crispy Thousand Island dressing, and rib- 
bons of caramelized onions. Sandwiches are 
served with options of fresh greens or Bugles, 
perfect for making finger puppets. 

My favorite classicinspired dish reinvented 
is the Iceberg Stack salad, layers of crispy let- 
tuce dressed in herb-flecked buttermilk, topped 
with lardons (fat hunks of crispy pork belly), and 
cherry tomatoes like jewels. Each bite is crunchy, 
cold, rich, salty, and awesomely porky. I've heard 
there's a t-shirt on order declaring you got your 
lardon at The Buttered Tin. Made me snicker. 

No matter how spectacular the entrees are, 
you've got to save room for dessert. The daily 
cake selection is worth lingering over. Today is, 
after all, your very merry unbirthday. The coffee 
cake inspires a Golden Girls sort of coffee break, 
one where all your secrets are spilled with a cup 
of joe and a couple of great friends. They even 
have a blueberry-packed poundcake, with just a 
little bit of lemon flavor, not exactly like grandma 
made, but maybe even better. L1 


The Buttered Tin 

237 East 7th Street, St. Paul 
(651) 224-2300 
www.thebutteredtin.com 


(From top left) What a way to wake 
up: Huevos Rancheros Benedict; A 
daily dose of potted cheese, house- 
made ricotta with herbs and honey; 
Beef shortrib Reuben with Bugles. 
Photos by Hubert Bonnet 
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The hotly anticipated Sandcastle is now 
open on the shores of Lake Nokomis. The 
latest in concession stand revitalization 
comes from Chef Doug Flicker, the inno- 
vative chef behind Piccolo. They've also 
got beer and wine on tap. Don't miss the 
Dog Flicker; it’s a kimchee, cilantro, and 
egg-topped beef wiener. Yurm. 

The new restaurant popping up in the old 
Joe’s Garage space gave us a preview at 
Pride. The Triton menu is being crafted 
by Chef Jack Riebel. Could the food 
finally live up to the patio finery? Signs 
are looking good. 

The Kaskaid Hospitality Company 
continues to expand. This week it was 
announced that they would be taking 
over the former Trocaderos space to use 
for their catering business and they have 
signed the lease to take over the Uptown 
Old Chicago real estate. They already 
run several Crave restaurants, Figlio 2.0, 
Uptown Urban Eatery, and Union. 
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Minnesota's New 


А : : A TOUCH OF 
Ine резипанопе GREECE IN THE 
аала ш N ы аы HEART OF 
Eom ee ume e ERATUM TR) OMIT S G 
i Over 400 Wines On Sale for July! \ : MINNEAPOLIS 
Full Authentic 
Greek Menu | 
Full Bar 7A um Ba : | 
Мапа з/Еатой5 Jerk Chicken Ё Marlas;s| Famous;DOubles н 
Daily Specials | шш 
* R£STALURANT * Caribbean / Indian / Asian Fusion Home Cooking. 
ibo RES Carry Gut Take Out Catering Dine-in 
612.825.9922 Catering 
"M Tues-Fri 4:30рт- 1 1pm 
Beer of Spirit of Sat. | lam-IIpm/Sun. | Іат-10рт 
the Month the Month www.itsgreektomemn.com 


Pabst Prairie 
Blue Ribbon Organic 
Vodka 
Reg. $32.49 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 
1010 S. Washington Avenue 


An American Restaurant 


Congratulations Minnesota for 
passing the Marriage Equality Law! 


Tryg's American Restaurant would like to host your wedding 
events. Please visit trygs.com or call 612-920-7777 
to book your events. 


3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com 
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BARS | by George Holdgrafer 


Geneva Richards Triumphs Again at Miss City of the Lakes Pageant 


On the evening of June 27-28 (appropri- 
ately enough, the anniversary of the 1969 М 
New York City Stonewall Riot in which 

drag queens played a major role), perennial 
titleholder Geneva Richards won the Miss 
City of the Lakes Pageant at the Gay 90's La 
Femme Show Lounge. She emerged on top 
of a field of 12 contestants with her talent 
number, a flawless rendition of Tina Turner 
performing her smash-hit cover of "Burn 
Baby Burn (Disco Inferno)." La Femme 
Show Director Nina Di Angelo emceed the 
pageant. Richards, who captured the Miss 
Gay 90's crown last October 25, is the only 
female impersonator ever to reign concur- 
rently with that title and now as Miss City 
of the Lakes. The pageant debuted at the 
now-defunct Cloud 9 bar in Minneapolis in 
1987 and subsequently took place at other 
now-defunct local bars, but the Gay 90's Ё | 
has hosted the event since 1995. O = 


Geneva Richards (left) and Nina Di Angelo. Photo by George Holdgrafer 


. GOOD TIMES AND | | рр 


GOOD DEALS 


SUNDAY GAME NIGHTS: 
from 8-Midnight 

FREE POOL AND DARTS 

2 FOR 1'S 

(NO COVER) 


THURSDAY DRINK DEALS: 
$1.00 DRINKS 

$1.00 BOTTLED BEER 

from 8-2:00 


1st and Last Fridays: 
$1.00 BOTTLES eae | ; Available on th 
from 9-2:00 g App Store 


3. qd |S 

А5 p 
ms =, _ Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or Town House Bar on Facebook 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul Midway Between MPLS. & St. Paul'*651-646-7087 
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BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 
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LUSH FOOD BAR une 14 


NG KITCHEN & BAR une: 


FRESH ROASTED 
IN MINNEAPOLIS 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 
Nepal Himalaya Organic 
Jim's 5 Star French Roast 


Jamaica Blue Mountam Pure And more... 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY 
2730 WEST 43rd ST. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
1st FLOOR IN SEARS Ө, 
BLOOMINGTON, ММ 55425 peu 


~ Mail Order 1-800-2-finest~ | anv PLANET 


JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 75¢ POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM * SAT.-SUN. 1 РМ-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR 
OUTDOOR PATIO 


. Singles Pool 
~~. TOURNAMENT 


Sun., July 21 * 4 PM 


F 
FT. 


You: 
BRANDON 


5) — NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
19 М. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • www.19bar.itgo.com 


а "like" us on 


facebook 
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Private Pet Euthanasia 


t f Hone 


d * Pre-Euthanasia Counseling 
í * Help With The Euthanasia Decision 
e When is the Right Time? 
* Quality of Life Advice 
e Signs of Suffering Information 
| * Private Home Euthanasia with Relaxing Sedation 
* Clay Paw Print Impressions 
• Cremation Transport 
e Grief Support 


" PET LOSS AT HOME 
А (877) 219-4811 
| 8am - 8pm, 7 Days A Week, 1-3 Hours Notice 


TT twat 


f (877) 219-4811 • www.PetLossAtHome.com 


Why leave your pooch at home when they can join you on your 
adventures throughout the city? This was the question Ali Jarvis 
faced which eventually gave her the idea to start SidewalkDog.com, 
an organization aimed at being the number one resource for dog- 
friendly information in the Twin Cities. Each entrepreneurial effort 
begins by trying to solve a problem that doesn't have a solution quite 
yet, and Jarvis found herself with quite the dilemma five years ago. 

Jarvis had grown up in a home with dogs and, ten years after 
graduating college, decided it was time to have a furry friend of 
her own. It wasn't long before she adopted a Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel, naming it Luc. Shortly after welcoming Luc into her life, she 
discovered her furry friend required special attention. "I had a dog 
with medical issues who required medication at different intervals 
throughout the day," Jarvis says. “1 found | constantly had to go 
home to give him medication, so | started looking for dog-friendly 
businesses where 1 can live my life and take care of him at the same 
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time, whether they be coffee places | can go to with my friends or 
dog-friendly dry cleaners." 

Her search for businesses willing to accommodate her four-legged 
friend wasn't as successful as she'd originally hoped, however. Jarvis 
was unable to find a resource to answer her questions about dog- 
friendly businesses in the Twin Cities. After finding herself wishing 
for one all-inclusive website to provide locally based information to 
dog owners, Jarvis decided to fill that missing niche. And so Side- 
walkDog.com was born. 

From dog parks and restaurant patios to apartments, hotels, and 
events, SidewalkDog.com curates all-things-dog-friendly in a conve- 
nient location for dog owners to peruse at their own will. Sidewalk- 
Dog.com's blog acts as a media company, discussing the happen- 
ings on the local dog scene. Coverage ranges from companies that 
donate tips to a local shelter to a profile of a local celebrity and their 
dog. Growing to a readership of 80,000 unique visitors and 400,000 
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SAINT PAUL у" 
Cocobear 


BOUTIQUE • PET CARE 


Grooming + Gifts + Dog 
Walking + Pet Sitting 


NOW OPEN 


197 E. 7th Street 
Saint Paul 


Cocobearpetcare.com 


RAW 


bistro 


100% GRASS-FED  FREE-RANGE 


VISIT RAWBISTRO.COM FOR LOCATIONS Ы 


= 


RESPONSIGLE 


DOG FARE 


Feline Rescue 


VISIT—ADOPT—VOLUNTEER Cabs Live Here! ^ 
2727 W. Broadway WWM.Tellnerescue.org 


612.522.4387 


Minneapolis 593 Fairview Avenue N. Saint Paul, MN 55104 651.642 5900 


"IS 


612-722-3647 


www. funcitydogs.com - . Where 


page views last year, Jarvis notes that people use the site for differ- 
ent purposes. "Some people are really into the dog park map," she 
says. "Our most popular feature is the dog-friendly restaurant patio 
section. Even in the winter, when people can't bring their dogs, they 
still want to support those dog-friendly restaurants." 

So why is Jarvis's project so popular? "There's been a cultural 
shift over the past 20 years or so," she says. "Dogs were always con- 
sidered part of the family, but we never included them in things out- 
side of the home. Now people want to include them, so our site helps 
them do that." 

Depending upon business sponsors to cover the costs of running 
the site, relationships with local businesses is the key to her success. 
Conveniently, SidewalkDog.com offers businesses a way to advertise 
their dog-loving ways to those who might not even visit the web- 
site. Through the use of decals, Jarvis's brainchild allows business 
to communicate their canine accommodations: one for restaurants, 
coffee shops, and other places that serve food (featuring the slogan 
"Dogs Welcome on Our Patio") as well as one for other businesses 
(with the simple phrase "Dogs Welcome"). 

Jarvis is quick to articulate how this signage benefits the business 
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owner. “People will just walk by a business if they are with their dog,” 
she says. “You don’t feel comfortable leaving a dog outside while you 
go in, so this lets people know they can stop and shop.” She suggests 
businesses do more than just post her decal, though. Her best advice 
is to communicate exactly what their policies are through signs such 
as “any dog you can carry" or “no wagging tails" if the establishment 
showcases merchandise close to the floor. 

Although much of the website's lifestyle expertise finds its reach 
within the Twin Cities, there are a surprisingly high number of view- 
ers from beyond the metro area. "People from outside of the Twin 
Cities and Minnesota use our site for when they're visiting; they 
know what to do with their dog when they're in town," Jarvis says. 
And with a demographic ranging from 25 to 55, her organization ad- 
dresses concerns for every age group. Jarvis cites a surge in younger 
people becoming pet owners before having children and retired per- 
sons using her site as they grow into empty nesters and begin look- 
ing for ways to fill the void with their canines. Addressing the GLBT 
community specifically, Jarvis says "dogs have always been such an 
important part of the family dynamic," frequently in place of children. 

As a member of Minnesotans United for АП Families, Sidewalk- 


Continued on page 44 > 


— pu wm 
Sunday, August 4 at 10:30 am 
Living Waters Worship Service 
Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls. MN 55419 


612-861-6086 
www.richfieldumc.org 


All creatures great and small will be welcome at Richfield 
ОМС” Blessing of the Animals celebration on Sunday, 
August 4 at 10:30 am in the Courtyard. 

The service will include music, prayers, and readings from 
scripture, as well as the blessing of each animal that 
attends. 

All animals should be brought in carriers or on leashes. In 
case of rain, the service will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please join us! 


Did you know... 
second-hand smoke 
hurts your pets too? 


LGBTQ communities smoke at nearly 
#DoubleTheRate of all Minnesotans. 


For more information visit: 
rainbowhealth.org | twitter.com/rainbowhealth 


Health Initiative 


Advancing Health Equity 


Silly RAINBOW 


LARPENTEUR 7 4 


ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


"Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 


Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 


Dr. Christy Hutchins Е 
NY yt 


1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. 
651-487-3712 
larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


For information about MAF, visit 
MorrisAnimalFoundation.org 


Secaud Chauce 
ийил Rescue 

Foster homes needed 

to save dogs & cats. 


651-771-5662 


Helping to Support 
the Morris Animal 
Foundation (MAF) 


pet 


Coastal оа | 


Fun Fashion for Your Dog 


A Morris Animal Foundation Leash or Collar 
(A portion of all sales goes to MAF.) 
\ Expires 9/4/13. Coupon not valid with any other discount, coupon, offer or Friends » 


of Chuck? rebate. One coupon per household. Not valid on services, gift cards or 
previous purchases. No cash value. STORES: Ring as Rebate, Other, Lavender — July We make pets happy! 


CHUCKANDDONS.COM [JE] . 


we make pets happy! 
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Dog.com has long been a supporter of the GLBT community. Past 
involvement has included Pooch Pride, a happy hour on the patio 
of Loring Kitchen & Bar that allowed people to mingle and celebrate 
with their dogs in tow and then leave the pups at home for the rest of 
Pride if the weather was too hot. Unfortunately, scheduling conflicts 
kept the event from being held last year, but Jarvis is eager to start 
it up again in the future. "Pride is an incredibly important event for 
us to support," Jarvis says, before adding that SidewalkDog.com has 
been at Pride for three of the past four years. 

Inspired by her organization's first year of involvement with Twin 
Cities Pride, SidewalkDog.com created T-shirts which read "If | pee on 
it, it's mine," which have grown into a huge hit. Currently waiting for 
stock to be replenished, Jarvis says "you can get away with that kind 
of sass at Pride and people love the shirts!" 

But it isn't all fun and games for the dog lover. Jarvis has been 
appearing on Twin Cities Live once a month with a rescue dog, try- 
ing to find an owner. Her successful track record of 32 out of 34 dogs 
adopted maintains her company's mission. "We are big advocates of 
helping people live life with their dog while promoting rescue and re- 
sponsibility." SidewalkDog.com even sells Minneapolis pet licenses 
for the City of Minneapolis, rewarding those who do so through the 
site with freebies (such as dog food from Solid Gold Northland and 
free doggie daycare from Metro Dogs Daycare and Boarding) with 
new rewards being added in the next few weeks. "We're rewarding 
folks for being responsible dog owners and obeying the law," she 
says. 

These sentiments about responsibility are echoed in an article re- 
cently published on the site: a guide to patio etiquette. Don't think 
your dog should be taken everywhere on the site's directory; not ev- 
eryone has the right dog to take here, there, and everywhere. "We're 
always promoting knowing your dog and knowing what situations 
your dog does well in and how it impacts the people around you." 

Responsible pet ownership is something which Jarvis is actively 
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involved in, as she and her company are vocal advocates for passing 
puppy mill legislation. "Breeders aren't regulated, so there are a lot 
of deplorable conditions and incredibly sick dogs," Jarvis explains. 
"Minnesota is one of those states that doesn't regulate the industry, 
so we do a lot of advocating." 

All of that seriousness aside, Jarvis stresses her love for engaging 
with the public. Her favorite example of this? Each month, the Side- 
walkDog.com Facebook page holds a Cover Dog Contest. If your dog 
wins, they get a photo shoot with the SidewalkDog.com photogra- 
pher and your dog's photo is the Facebook page's cover photo for the 
month. With the site featuring massive amounts of user-generated 
content, Jarvis "tries to view it as more of a community than a com- 
pany." Users can submit pet-friendly events and businesses to the di- 
rectory as well as write reviews of the listed businesses. "We engage 
with our community a ton and try to give away prizes and feature real 
dog-owners a lot," she says. 

Although the company doesn't often host events of its own, Jarvis 
says they frequently sponsor events as a media partner or will share 
event information through their site. One of the more popular events, 
Pet-A-Palooza, is an annual event hosted at the State Fairgrounds 
with free admission to pet owners. Some upcoming examples in- 
clude Pugstock, Dog Days of Summer, and Pet Haven Doggy Dash, all 
with event details posted on the website. 

For anyone seeking involvement with Jarvis's company to share 
any dog-related knowledge, you need only contact her. "We welcome 
anybody to contact us about writing," she says, stressing her con- 
stant search for writers. This is, of course, in addition to the user- 
generated methods of involvement. "As long as you can match our 
sassy, informative tone, we'll give you a shot!" L1 


Photography: Sarah Beth Ernhart specializes in bright, fun pet photography, offers her 
signature "Joy Sessions" for terminally ill and elderly pets, and supports many local res- 
cues. www.sarahbethphotography.com 


BREW AT THE 


Live Music: 
Opening 

Viva Knievel 
Headliner 
Belfast Cowboys 


say | Dou the Zoo - 


Stunning scenery, alluring animals, intimate atmosphere. MINNESOTA ZOO 


Visit mnzoo.org or call 952.431.9200 for more information. 


7:00-10:00 P.M. 


Ticket Prices: 
* $45 per person 
in advance 


* $55 per person 
at the gate* 


* if available 


Designated Driver: 
* $35 per person 


* Guest must be 21 
years of age to attend 


Includes: 
* Complimentary 
appetizers 


* Souvenir tasting glass 


WW. 92% “ 


AN EVENING OF BEER, 
BEARS, AND MUSIC! 


Mc 
OAM MINNESOTA ZOO 


Celebrating 35 Years! 


("zs 
520% 


X 
м 
Celebrating 35 Years! 
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Vet © & А: 


Dn. Kevin Roeser, 


Lavender will run a Vet Q&A in our Pet Issues as well as online. 
If you have a question you'd like answered by a Veterinarian, email 
it to editor@lavendermagazine.com. 


1.) I've got both a dog and a cat; are they both susceptible to 
Lyme Disease if | take them to a location that has deer ticks? What 
should І do to protect them? What happens if they contract Lyme 
Disease? 


Although both dogs and cats can become infected with Borrelia 
burgdorferi (the bacteria that causes Lyme disease) through tick 
bites, only dogs develop symptoms associated with clinical dis- 
ease. Classic symptoms of Lyme disease include fever, joint pain 
(sometimes manifested as "shifting-leg" lameness), lethargy, and 
appetite loss. Less commonly, dogs may present to their veterinar- 
ian for concerns related to kidney dysfunction or other systemic 
illness. It is important to note that dogs typically do not develop 
“target lesions" at the site of the tick bite (once viewed in human 

Continued on page 48 


Aging isn't easy. 
Caregiving doesn't need 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
Home: 


In Home Care & Assistance 


Q 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 
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QUORUM 
2012 Business of the Year 


2012 STAR TRIBUNE's 
Top 100 Workplaces 
41 Mid-sized Business 


You're gonna 
M38 for the 
Lavender 


Online Magazine. 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


a Love «Love 


f Love. The mint 
4 | on life's oillow. 


$100 off your wedding band purchase of$500 or more! 
Use Promo Code: LVD100 Offer expires 08/11/2013 


"Offer valid in store and onine. Not valid on previous purchases, trade ins, Simon С, Verragio, loose diamonds, semi-mounts or fashion 
jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 


6 Twin Cities Locations 
-Burnsville -Maplewood 
-Bloomington  -St. Louis Park 
-Eden Prairie -Maple Grove 


www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 


BEACON POINTE 


LUXURY ON LAKE SUPERIOR 


Two Harbors, MN | Оп Lake Superior 


Say yes to romance this summer. 
Beacon Pointe is Duluth's premier 
condo-style resort with luxurious 
suites and one-bedroom, full kitchen 
and living/dining on the water's edge. 
The famed Lakewalk is right 


Imagine... The perfect honeymoon hotel. 
Two and three bedroom luxury condominium accommodations. 


t й ti А 
ае Exquisite mid-century design and furnishings. Spectacular pool, spa, 


and koi stream. 
877-GO-BEACON The ideal location with unbelievable mountain views. All included with 
our extraordinary honeymoon packages available on our website. 


www.randomhauspalmsprings.com 
760.537.7601 


588 e san lorenzo rd 
palm springs | ca | 92264 


beaconpointeduluth.com 


ЕЁ Сш 
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Lyme Disease can be a serious health concern and preven- 
tion is the key! Talk Co your veberinarian today Co discuss 
an appropriate tick preventative and vaccination prototcot 


medicine as a sign of Lyme infection) and obvious tick bites are 
often missed due to our pets’ thick coats. 

The amount and type of prevention required for a given pet de- 
pends upon their individual Lyme disease exposure risk. A dog that 
spends every weekend at the cabin is going to require more preven- 
tion than a highly urban dog. For dogs with low-level exposure, regu- 
lar use of a topical flea and tick preventative may be adequate. These 
products are intended to actively repel ticks or to kill them before they 
can attach to your pet's skin, take a blood meal, and spread the Bor- 
relia organism, a process that can take 24-48 hours. Our clinic recom- 
mends the use of Frontline Plus or Certifect, topical liquid products 
that are used on a monthly basis. These products should be applied 
according to the manufacturer’s recommendations whenever the am- 
bient temperature is above 40°F. It is important to read warning labels 
carefully – some flea and tick preventatives contain insecticides or re- 
pellents that present toxicity concerns for cats and some humans. In 
addition, we recommend vaccination against Lyme disease for dogs 
that have significant tick exposure. While vaccination is generally 
very safe, ask your veterinarian for specific recommendations if your 
pet has experienced an allergic reaction to past vaccinations or if they 
have a history of other immune-related disorders. 

If you suspect that your dog has contracted Lyme disease, please 
seek prompt medical attention. Diagnosis of Lyme disease may not 


that will be night for your pet. 


always be straightforward due to limitations of the tests that are cur- 
rently available. The most common diagnostics look for evidence 
of Lyme antibodies, which may be absent in the very early stages of 
disease and will remain in your dog's circulation for months to years 
after infection. Specific tests used to confirm active Lyme infection 
are still being developed and improved. Blood and urine analysis, 
blood pressure measurement, and a thorough physical examination 
will help to assess the level of disease for any given pet. 

Uncomplicated Lyme disease in dogs often responds well to an 
extended course of antibiotics (generally doxycycline or amoxicillin) 
and supportive care. Overall prognosis may be less favorable for pets 
with more advanced disease or those with complications; some may 
require long-term care. 

Lyme Disease can be a serious health concern and prevention is 
the key! Talk to your veterinarian today to discuss an appropriate tick 
preventative and vaccination prototcol that will be right for your pet. 


2.) Can pets get sunburned? Is there anything | should do to pro- 
tect my pets? 

Simply put, yes. Pets with thin or light colored coats, or those with 
areas of missing fur, are at risk for sunburn. Areas on the belly or 
groin are also at risk for pets who spend time on their backs basking 
in the sunshine. Choosing a safe sunscreen is essential to avoid pos- 


Full Service Daycare & Boarding 
A Safe Place to Stay and Pla 


Experience the Metro Dogs Diffe 


In Minneapolis' North Loop. 
at 506 11th Avenue N. 


metro dogs 


daycare & boarding 
612-333-3612 


Drop off Fluffy on your way to 
pick her up after dinner/conce 


www.MetroDogsMN.com - 
Ki facebook/MetroDogsMN - 


tap dat 


app 


= us At PRIDE! 


С С TIME TO UPDATE YOUR ? 
FACEBOOK STATUS... 9 


- 
т 6 т. 
animal humane society 
animalhumanesociety.org 


Free iOS download 
available now. 


Real College Radio 
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sible toxicity — look for products marketed for human infants or spe- 
cifically for pets, and read the label carefully as some products may 
be safe for dogs but not for cats or other animals. Look for a product 
with SPF 15 or above and be sure to apply early and often (repeat 
every 4-6 hours if significant sun exposure is expected). 


3.) What do you recommend for animals who are afraid of storms? 

Storm phobias are commonly encountered in our pets, and these 
issues often progress with age. Thunderstorm phobias can be more 
challenging to address than other noise phobias (i.e. gunshots, fire- 
works) because the storm itself presents your pet with not only a 
frightening sound, but also with visual and barometric cues. Manage- 
ment of a noise phobia can be broken into two major components 
used in conjunction with one another: behavioral medication and 
pharmacologic therapy. 

Pets with mild symptoms may respond well to provision of a light 
and sound-insulated space (i.e. a kennel covered with heavy blankets) 
or the use of specially designed garments designed to snugly wrap 
your pet to provide a sense of comfort (i.e. Thundershirt). These pets 
may also show improvement with training targeted at desensitization 
and counter-conditioning, techniques for which you can review with 
your veterinarian or an experienced dog trainer. It is critical never to 
punish your pet for phobic behavior as this will only reinforce their 


u 
pts behavioral concerns with your veborinarian so that 
you Caw work together fo formulate a 


‚ every peb is an individual - discuss your 


for training and 
medicaking your four-legged рмей. 


fearful response. 

If you have a pet with more significant phobic behavior during 
storms, the use of short or long-term behavioral medications may 
be indicated. Short-acting anti-anxiety medications (alprazolam, tra- 
zodone) are often a great first step, provided that they can be given 
1-2 hours prior to storms. Some patients may also benefit from a 
secondary long-term medication (fluoxetine, clomipramine) during 
warmer weather if their symptoms persist. Tranquilizers (aceproma- 
zine) should be avoided, as they leave your pet's mental capacity in- 
tact during use and can therefore worsen phobic behavior. Pet own- 
ers who wish to avoid medications may consider the use of calming 
supplements or pheromone collars. 

Ultimately, every pet is an individual – discuss your pet's behav- 
ioral concerns with your veterinarian so that you can work together to 
formulate a plan for training and medicating your four-legged friend. 
Oo 


Kevin Roeser, DVM, practices veterinary medicine at St. Francis Animal and Bird Hospi- 
tal. Additional information regarding a number of commonly encountered diseases and 
other helpful topics can be found at www.stfrancisanimalandbird.com. 


Show Us Yo 


AnimalArkShelter.org 


Wear an LGBT-friendly shirt, cap, 
button, or similar item, to Animal 
Ark and we will take half off your 
adoption fee. Save money and 
lives! 


Visit AnimalArkShelter.org to see 
all of the animals available. 


* with an approved application 


- 


We Have FREE Loaners 


3920!Nicollet Ave: = Minneapolis 
(612) 823-7257 
www.mulroysbodyshop.com 


Our Reputatiofd 


Get Ready to Create a Better, 
Healthier You 


* Locally owned 

* Affordable Personal Training 
* Boxing Training & Equipment 
* Circuit Training Classes 

* Open 365 Days a Year 


Come in for a FREE TRIAL WEEK! 
612-333-8181 - www-loscompeonesgym.com 


The Best Gym in Town 


2721 East Franklin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 


LavenderMagazine.com | 49 


Pel Guide 


Shaps and Nonprofits compiled by 
Andy Lien 


‘Speaking Out Against Foie Gras 


Animal Rights Coalition Paintings By Parrots - MAARS 
The Animal Rights Coalition (ARC) is the oldest and most successful animal Midwest Avian Adoption & Rescue Services (MAARS) is the oldest and largest 
rights organization in Minnesota, with over three decades of helping animals. organization in the Midwest providing sanctuary, rehabilitation, education and 
ARC believes that animals matter for their own reasons and that they should behavioral consultations services for our avian friends and their guardians. 


not be used by human beings for profit, pleasure, amusement, or simply MAARS was inspired to offer birds at the shelter an opportunity to paint by 
because it is our habit to do so and focuses on spreading the word about the work of other captive wildlife sanctuaries and rescues. The birds use both 
compassionate living. their beaks and feet to hold the paint brushes and put the brush to canvas 


17 W. 48th St., Mpls, 55419 
www.animalrightscoalition.com 


ST ST, FRANCIS 


ANIMAL & BIRD HOSPITAL 


themselves. Support MAARS and acquire unique art such as this work by the 
Moluccan Cockatoo, Cowboy. 
www.maars.org 


763.473.0144 
1115 Vicksburg £n. N., Suite 12 
Plymouth, MN 


www.premierpetsalon.com 


For those who demand the very best of veterinary care 
for their dogs, cats and exotic pets. 


Hours: M-F 8-6:30, Sat. 8-12:30 


1227 Larpenteur Ave. W. * Roseville, MN 55113 
651.645.2808 * www.stfrancisanimalandbird.com 


where your pet goes for beauty treatments 


€ grooming 
€ haircuts daytime & evening 
е baths appointments available 
@ nail trims 


€ ear cleanings 
€ &lots of lovin’ 


Open 
| NOWBOARDINGPETS.COM 612.454.4850 
Now Boarding is an affiliate of Animal Humane Society 
ДУ NOW boa rd | ng and our services reinforce its mission. Proceeds help 


support Animal Humane Society's core services and 


Pet boarding for dogs, cats & critters PLUS doggy daycare, grooming & dog training classes together we are strengthening the human-animal bond. 
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Éthique Nouveau Purrrniture 
Éthique Nouveau believes you can be fashionable, fun, and animal-friendly, Purrrniture is built by utilizing wood from the construction, manufacturing, 
too. Dedicated to providing customers with the finest quality merchandise and engineering industries. Purrrniture began as a hobby, spending time 
available from the best designers in the field without the use of animal "exploring" for useful materials and thinking like a 
testing, ingredients, skins, or furs. cat. It's cat furniture with quality you can't find anywhere else. Purrrniture 
17 W. 48th St., Mpls, 55419 sells furniture, toys, and supplies for cats. 
Hours - Wednesday: noon-8:00pm, Thursday & Friday: noon-6:00pm, 2242 University Avenue West, St. Paul, 55114 
Saturday: noon-5:00pm Hours - Saturdays: 10am-4pm (Evenings by Appointment) 
www.ethiquenouveau.com www.purrrniture.com 


jewelry 
home “> earrings by 
chocolate ( \ Јапе Воһап 


Shops at 
Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way 
St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


Suffer Through www.StyleByMax.com 


BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc." 
"Some find this endearing, but | find it annoying." 
“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 
“The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to.” 
“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” Jewelry т TETE 
Listen to Pierre Tardif's Ç putghaso гиа for bom 
“insufferable” delivery 4 A Ж. > piercings. 
of BigGayNews on 


iTunes’ Podcasts. TAM По appointment needed. 
Kudos to И 


Linda Raines for Subscribe 
compiling the top 


5 daily stories! RS omi Tunes: 612.354.7220 UO5 Central • Minneapolis 
almostfamouspiercing.com Also located in Mall of America 
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ег TakeQut 


About  OurMission H 


pport Th 


Cocobear Boutique + Pet Care TakeOut 

CocoBear is a trendy little pet boutique that offers professional pet grooming, For $24.99 a month, get hand-picked dog treats and toys delivered to your 
dog walking, and pet sitting in your home. CocoBear sells products that home. TakeOut consciously picks only healthy, USA-sourced, and gluten-free 
you can feel confident using for your pet and emphasizes locally sourced, dog treats. The eco-friendly toys selected will not only bring joy to the dog, 

American made, and natural and organic products. but also will make a positive impact on the planet. Portions of profits are 

197 E 7th Street, St. Paul, 55101 shared with animal welfare organizations. Choose TakeOut according to dog 

Hours - Monday-Friday: 10-6:30pm, Saturday & Sunday: 10-5pm size and whether or not it will be just treats or both treats and toys...and then 
www.cocobearpetcare.com wait for the first delivery. Catering to the hungry + witty dogs. 


www.ihearttakeout.com 


DESIGN DEFINED 


^10) 72^ I 


Galleria © 69th & France • Edina T 
9522926-2455 [е www.sjewelersicom We have many available dates on 


or after August 1st! 


763-754-6953 or 
www.CourtyardsofA ndover.com 


Acupuncture / Herbal Medicine 
massage therapy nutrition fitness 


Men's Health • Women’s Health • Infertility « HIV • Insomnia 
Inflammation * Pain Management * Digestive Disorders 


Anxiety * Depression * Stress Management RES 


LOW/ASIS45 
N PERIISSUE 


Contact Suzanne Farrell to 

place your announcement today. 
612-436-4699 

suzanne @ lavendermagazine.com 


Patrick Brent King L.Ac. 
4601 Excelsior Blvd. Suite 407 * St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
Call for an appointment: 619.519.5212 Email: brentnyc@hotmail.com 
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your storybook wedding 


At StoneRidge Golf Club we know that every couple is unique. It is our goal to make your wedding 
celebration as unique as your love, down to the smallest detail. Our on-site award winning chef is 
standing by, ready to create your perfect menu. We can even offer help with place settings, floral 
arrangements, décor, photographers and more. 


Located in the beautiful and picturesque St. Croix River Valley, The Event Center & Pavillion at the 
StoneRidge Golf Club offers a breathtaking backdrop for your special day. Look outside and enjoy 
sweeping golf course views and dramatic sunsets; perfect for taking memorable photos... 


Our award winning Chef Ron Bohnert creates menus that feature fresh selections for a variety of tastes. 
From formal reception menus to informal barbecues, our chef has assembled unique offerings and is 
eager to help with special 

requests... 


Located just 15 minutes from downtown with ample complimentary parking, StoneRidge Golf Club 
offers a classic Twin Cities wedding without the downtown congestion. 


Our staff is devoted to making your event unforgettable. From planning to execution, our event team 
will work with you every step of the way. We proudly maintain an unsurpassed commitment to the 
very best in service and dedication to your special event! 


Elevate your Eipectations | StoneRidge Golf Club 
We Vow To Make Everything Perfect 


13600 №. Hudson Blvd € Stillwater MN 55082 
p: 651-436-4653 © www.StoneRldgeGC.com 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


The Other ‘F’ Word 


As a matter of form, the press tries not to 
use vulgarities and profanities in their work. 
If they are paraphrasing someone who used 
a certain vulgar word, Шеу use a euphe- 
mism like "the eff word" or F-word. When 
quoting someone, they will take out some 
letters to be accurate yet soften the blow by 
doing something like this; f—k. This general 
rule also applies to other offensive words for 
minorities like the *n" word. Nobody wants 
to write these things but since these words 
exist and have heft and meaning, they will 
sometimes come up. Let me explain why I’m 
bantering about semantics and journalistic 
style books. 

An issue arose recently when councilper- 
son Robert Lilligren lost the DFL endorse- 
ment for the seat he holds on the Minne- 
apolis City Council to Abdi Warsame, who is 
Somali. There were people at the caucuses 
who had been using Lilligren's sexual ori- 
entation as a way to sway attendees to vote 
against him. Maya Rao of the Star Tribune 
wrote about the incidents on April 26, 2013, 
in a piece called, ‘Political hardball alleged in 
Minneapolis city council race’: 

“Volunteers for Lilligren's campaign said 
in interviews that people on Warsame's team 
essentially took over the April 16 caucuses, 
speaking in Somali and criticizing those who 
supported the other candidates, while also 
trying to turn more conservative Somali el- 
ders away from Lilligren by highlighting his 
openly gay status. 

Its very unsettling. It’s very distress- 
ing. Can we run a clean race?’ said Maryam 
Marne Zafar, a caucus captain for Lilligren 
who submitted one of the challenges.” 
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This is interesting on a couple of levels. 
First of all, this is a DFL convention. For op- 
eratives to be using Lilligren’s being gay as a 
way to delegitimize his candidacy is incred- 
ibly offensive. A candidate’s sexual orien- 
tation isn’t relevant as to whether they can 
serve in public service or not. What’s even 
worse is that these operatives were also en- 
dorsing this idea to some elements of the So- 
mali community. I see the Somali community 
as another victim of this kind of underhand- 
ed sleazy politicking. 

Since Rao was strongly suggesting harsh 
words may have been used, I called her up. 
She told me she'd interviewed several Somali 
activists separately and they all told her Lilli- 
gren had been called a “faggot” as translated 
from Somali. This is even worse. It is one 
thing to say openly gay candidates like Lil- 
ligren are gay but quite another to use a de- 
meaning slur against them. 

Lilligren lost the endorsement and Wars- 
ame, his opponent, denies the name-calling 
ever happened. I spoke at length with Rao 
and she believes the witnesses she talked to. 
She stands behind the story. 

Then, I began to hear rumors the same 
thing was being done to another candidate. 
Td heard from a couple of independent 
confidential sources that some in the So- 
mali community were told Jacob Frey was 
gay. After hearing this, we don't have just a 
single incidence of using sexual orientation 
as a political weapon, but we seem to have 
campaign operatives who are using us as 
the muck to throw at opposing candidates. 
With Lilligren, the use of sexual orienta- 
tion could be glossed over. But, that doesn't 


work with Frey. 

You see, Jacob Frey isn't gay. 

'The gossip about him is obviously, and 
maliciously, intended to steer Somali voters 
away from him and toward other candidates. 
This is sick, wrong, and it caters to the worst 
possible tendencies we can have. To pre- 
judge someone based on characteristic you 
cannot change is discrimination at its worst. 

Itried to get Somali witnesses who heard 
the rumors about Frey on the record but 
their community-while close-knit-is also 
close-mouthed. That's too bad because as I 
said, I believe they are victims of this smear 
campaign as well. Their ideas about us are 
being ratified and amplified by the political 
forces in Minneapolis. We have a duty to 
put a stop to it. 

It wasn't that long ago that being gay or 
lesbian meant political death. Minnesota had 
the honor of seeing some of the first openly 
gay and lesbian legislators in the country. 
Sen. Allan Spears came out of the closet in 
1974 and was a national example of a gay 
public official. So has Rep. Karen Clark been, 
since 1980. The idea of people in the GLBT 
community being elected officials in no lon- 
ger a rarity but we must be vigilant. 

We cannot let those in ANY political party 
say we aren't worthy to serve because of our 
sexual orientation. If political operatives want 
to say "faggots" like us can't be city council 
people or mayors or U.S. Senators, it is our 
duty to ourselves to say “not on my watch." 
Тоо many have fought too hard for too long 
to let anyone demean our place in this soci- 
ety. We are not just the other “Е word." O 


Venues Include: 
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
Edinburgh USA 
Minnesota Zoo 
Science Museum of Minnesota 
Green Haven Golf Course 


Lake Waconia Event Center 


Brooklyn Park Community Center 
American Swedish Institute 
Saint Marys University Center 
FIVE Event Center 
Keller Golf Club and Banquet Center 
Or Your Location 


i 


Edinburgh USA Same Science Museum of Minnesota ve Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
763.315.8503 ~ lancercatering.com 651.221.2550 ~ smm.org/rentals zou m 651.487.8282 ~ comozooconservatory.org 


of Minnesota 


Lake Waconia Event Center FIVE Event Center Green Haven Golf Course 
763.315.8516 ~ lancercatering.com 651.290.9864 ~ lancercatering.com 763.576.2968 ~ lancercatering.com 


lancercatering.com LA б ЕК 651.290.9564 
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Should you have a prenup? 


A prenup can: 


* Waive or establish rights upon death 
° Waive or establish spousal support 

* Preserve nonmarital assets 

e Craft creative property divisions 


Our Family Law Department bas decades of experience 
in drafting and negotiating prenuptial agreements. 


N DAUDELIN 


MACKALLCROUNSEMODRE xc 


www.mcmlaw.com 


TRUST OUR EXPERIENCE 


SERVING CLIENTS' NEEDS FOR OVER 90 YEARS 


Contact us for more information. 


(612) 305-1400 rwd@mcmlaw.com 
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BIG GAY NEWS 52% 


„сом ( 


EBIGGHVMHEWS,CUM: YOUR 


GLET WORLD NEWS! 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM WASHINGTON, DC: 
Gay Marriage Ruling - Supreme Court Finds 
DOMA Unconstitutional 

The Los Angeles Times reports that the Supreme Court 
struck down a key part of the federal Defense of Mar- 
riage Act on Wednesday and declared that same-sex 
couples who are legally married deserve equal rights to 
the benefits under federal law that go to all other mar- 
ried couples. The nine justices, in a vote of 5 to 4, came 
to a decision that means that more than 100,000 GLBT 
couples who are legally married in their own states 
can now take advantage of federal benefits such as tax 
breaks and pension rights. The decision today does not 
affect the provision of the law that stipulates that no 
state is required to recognize gay marriages performed 
in other states. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM WASHINGTON, DC: 
Proposition 8 - Supreme Court Clears Way For 
Gay Marriage In California 

The Lost Angeles Times reports that that the Supreme 
Court cleared the way Wednesday for same-sex mar- 
riages to resume in California as the justices, in a proce- 
dural ruling, turned away the defenders of Proposition 
8. In a 5 to 4 majority, the court said that the private 
sponsors of Proposition 8 were not legally able to ap- 
peal following the ballot measure being struck down by 
a San Francisco federal judge. The court's action now 
sends the case back to California where top officials 
have stated that same-sex marriage is a matter of equal 
rights. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM ALASKA: 

Lisa Murkowski Backs Gay Marriage 

The Huffington Post reports that Senator Lisa 
Murkowski (Republican — Alaska) expressed support 
for gay marriage Wednesday, becoming the third sitting 
Republican senator to do so. The senator said that while 
she realized that she will likely be criticized by fellow 
Republicans for her decision, she is comfortable with 
her position on supporting same-sex couples to marry. 
Senator Murkowski revealed that her change in opin- 
ion was influenced by the story of an Alaskan lesbian 
couple who adopted four children, and the legal hurdles 
they face as a same-sex couple. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM THE AMA: 

Medical Association Voted to Allow Gays to 
Donate Blood 

Time Magazine reports that members of the American 
Medical Association voted to end a decades-old ban 
against gay men donating blood. The ban was put into 
place in 1983 by the FDA, thinking that it would help 
protect the nation's blood banks from HIV-infected 
blood. Dr. William Kobler said: “The lifetime ban on 
blood donation for men who have sex with men is dis- 
criminatory and not based on sound science." 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM WISCONSIN: 
Wisconsin Gay Pride Parade In Wausau Canceled 
The Pioneer Press reports that the organizer of what 
would have been Wausau's first gay pride parade has 
cancelled it, saying he has experienced a wave of ug- 
liness in the community. Daxx Bouvier, who is from 
California but owns a home in Wausau, said that he 
made his decision to cancel the parade following the 
negative comments from a Wausau City Council mem- 
ber and a number of articles in the local media caused 
people planning to be in the parade to be concerned for 
their own safety. Bouvier said that he does not plan to 
organize any future gay pride events in the city. 


Continued on page 58 > 


Crystal Lake Golf Club has the honor 
т of announcing your wedding. fx, 


5 


Join us as we share your joy in fulfilling your lifelong dream of marriage. 


Hold your wedding in our new gazebo, followed by your beautiful reception in the Crystal Room 
(our private banquet room); or, for an indoor ceremony, our second location, the Whittier Room at Buck 
Hill Ski Area. 


Our catering and banquet staff are experts in wedding ceremony 
and reception planning, providing a “one stop shop’ for all 
your wedding needs. 


To learn more about how we can assist you planning your 
special day, please contact Catering Sales Manager, 


Diane Sprague at 952-432-6566 ext. 3. 


www.erystallakegolfcourse.com 


Minnesota's 


WEDDING BAND 
Showroom | 


fi МӘ 
б 


Arthur's Jewelers celebrates love and marriage with no boundaries... 


* Over 3,000 wedding bands in stock 
• 9 metals to choose from 


• 5 comfort fit levels available ) 
* Unique, custom design service RIHUR 


1717 Lexington Avenue N Roseville 651-488-0365 arthursjewelers.com — ———— JEWELERS ——— 
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Love is in the air and 
were looking for the 
perfect lovebirds for 


Lavender’s 
Win а, Wedding 


Simply log on to 
LavenderMagzine.com/wedding, 
answer a brief questionnaire, and you're 
one step closer to winning the wedding of 
your dreams! 


Three couples will be chosen as finalists, and 
the general public will be able to log on 
LavenderMagazine.com/wedding 
to vote for their favorite couple of 
the three finalists. 


The winning couple will be announced in 
Lavender's October 31, 2013 Fall Weddings issue, 
and they'll take home a prize package full of 
free gifts to help make their storybook 
ending a dream come true. 
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POLITICS 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM FLORIDA: 

Anti-Gay Movement Closes After 37 Years 

TheAge.com in Australia reports that Exodus International has dissolved itself, issuing 
a lengthy apology for the harm it caused during its 37 years of existence. The Christian 
group was a proponent of "conversion therapy", which it claimed could "cure" people 
of homosexuality through prayer and psychotherapy. Exodus recruited gays with this 
approach: "The sin of homosexual behavior, like all sins, can be forgiven and healed by 
the grace revealed in the life and death of Christ." 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM GEORGIA: 

Chick-Fil-A President Deletes Gay Marriage Remark 

Fox News reports that the president of the fast-food restaurant chain Chick-fil-A again 
injected himself into the gay marriage debate. Dan Cathy criticized recent U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings, posting on his Twitter: “Sad day for our nation; founding fathers would 
be ashamed of our generation to abandon wisdom of the ages regarding cornerstone of 
strong societies." The post was later deleted. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM POLAND: 

Poland's Only Gay Parliamentarian Attacked After Pride 

The Advocate reports that Poland's first openly gay member of Parliament was assaulted 
outside a café in Warsaw after he attended the city's annual Pride parade Saturday, re- 
ports PinkNews. Robert Biedron, a member of Parliament since his election in 2011, 
alleges that he and a group of friends were approached by a hostile man who began 
making homophobic remarks to them as they made their way to a café after the parade. 
Biedron said that the man spat in his face and kicked him in the stomach upon recogniz- 
ing who he was, and while the suspect fled the scene, he was arrested shortly thereafter 
by police. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM RUSSIA: 

Russian Lawmakers Pass Ban On Adoption Tied To Gay Foreign Couples 

The Los Angeles Times reports that the lower house of Russia's parliament gave initial 
approval Tuesday to ban the adoption of Russian orphans by foreign same-sex married 
couples or by single persons from countries where same-sex marriages are allowed. 
This measure is considered by many to be in response to France's legalizing of same-sex 
marriage last month. Sergei Zheleznyak, a deputy speaker of the State Duma, stated: “If 
a child ends up brought up by a gay couple, the child of course is seriously traumatized 
and develops a distorted notion of the surrounding reality." O 


Mention this ad and receive 
off your purchase! 


PERRY COHN JEWELERS 
Welcomes You 


For the past 30 years, we have been specializing in fine jewelry, 
engagement and wedding rings, watches and crystal giftware. 


We are the best in the Twin Cities at Custom Designing 
and Manufacturing 


Please visit our website: 
perrycohnjewelersmn.com 


952.544.5136 


METROPOINT TOWER 
600 S. Hwy 169 Suite 160 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 


STORE HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 9:30 to 5:30 & Wed 9:30 to 8:00 


Email us at: ron@perrycohnjewelers.com and paul@perrycohnjewelers.com 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


GUN SHOPS HOME SERVICES 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 
l 


www.hagensautobody.com 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FITNESS 


NOT YOUR TYPICAL GYM! 


: Personal training facility. 
: ДИР 
: Опе on one customized workouts 


: State of the art facility 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Eros Friendly Neighborhood Florist 

Custom flowers for your 

pet's big day! 
651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 


We’re your expert he 


home heating, Uptown 


cooling and 
Robbinsdale + 763-533-9594 plumbing company. 22220605800 
3621 88th Ave. NE 


79 
Circle Pines •763-792-4867 612-424-9349 
i dcooling.com 


billsgs.com upt 


4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 


HOME SERVICES 


Roofing Siding Home Efficiencies 651-288-2808 
Gutters Insulation Windows 4x Small Local Company 
Angigé list. Very best service for 
the very best price. 


Snap * 


INDUSTRY LEADING 


construction inc. 49 YEAR 


[t's that easy 


craftsmanship warranty 


Plumbing boeplumbinginc:com 


Plumbing Service & Repair, 
Boiler, Service & Install 
High Efficiency) Boilers & Water, Heaters 
Licensed; Bonded; Insured 


BUILDERS L 


man Owned 


ill work with your Architect 
* 36 years experience 


355-8104 


slwilliams04@yahoo.com 
www.slwbuilders.com 


Lic# BC642026. 


TREE SERVICE 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


HOMECARE "We!l go OUT on a limb for you.” 
Serving the IVletro Area 
RESTORATION • RENOVATION FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 
MAINTENANCE € REPAIR 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 

Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease and 

Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELINGCOM 
TODD OR LEC 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


cu cm йй ай шы йө шгар ee ee 


ШЕГУ 


ODERLIN 


612-721-4080 SNcE 1914 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


| Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 
! Emergency Service Available ! 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 
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HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


REAL ESTATE 


DESIGN * BUILD * REMODEL 


Bluestem 


CONSTRUCTION 


bluestemconstruction.com 952-926-0164 


Timothy & Mark Ferraro-Hauck, owners rier 
MN Lic: BC225441 mmus 


—— HL 


PPC 


PERSONAL PRIDE 
-CONSTRUCTION- 


Offering you our PERSONAL best for the PRIDE of your home. 
www.personalprideconstruction.com 
Tom Spears 612-598-5448 


Bonded & Insured Lic #20330460 


Roofing, Siding, Remodels, 
Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, More 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 B 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 


eno job is too small | 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. Ё 


RESTORETHISFLOOR 


* Floor Sanding * Hardwood Restoration 
= Floor Refinishing = Installation and Repair 


QUICK ESTIMATES AND PROMPT SERVICE 
COVERING THE TWIN CITIES METRO AREA 


612-208-9292 


www.restorethisfloor.com 


MIDWEST 


MOVING & STORAGE 


INSURANCE 


David Kinney 

(952) 233-0310 

9358 Ensign Ave. 

Bloomington 
allstateagencies.com/davidkinney1 


@) Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 


© 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. 
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Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
PINSURANCE | 


07497 9/12 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. №. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


1 AS 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Ryan Dean, PhD LP 
Licensed Psychologist 
8 Ei Es Ri ш m ш (al 
790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 
651-243-2317 ryandeanphd@gmail.com 


www.ryandeanphd.com 


"mew | 
ed SN ү) 
а: 


Сагіѕе Rotach-Beard 
МА, ГАМЕТ, Psychotherapist 

ў ; Individual & Relationship Counseling 

651-983-9215 


K "а SPARK 


collaborative 


sparkcollabo.com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


= 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Congratulations 
f Minnesota! 


Nae Welter 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


WWW. thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep te the ety o Out iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


Happy Hour is a 
Smooth Closing. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist $V 


MAVEIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Architectural Gem 
On The St. Croix 


St. Croix River Retreat. Complete 
seclusion and privacy within this 23 
acre wooded estate. Stunning 
interiors for main house; separate 
guest house at water’s edge. 900 feet 
of owned frontage. $1,750,000. 


www.oflannigan.com 


(651) 430-7759 


THE NETWORK 


REAL ESTATE 


Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS «wx 


[| 651-407-7864 е” 
$ > © F ums 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Realty 
| Callmefor | SCOTT HAUBRICH 
your FREE 


Market i 612-298-5400 


Analysis scuürr(BuYRENTSELLMN/£E BN]. Æ 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


SPA SERVICES 


BOOK YOUR 
BACHELOR/BACHELORETTE 


PARTIES TODAY. QN б 


Call 612-354-7721 or 
visit www.oasismpls.com 
to reserve your spot. exe сате 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Natural Blessings 


Wedding and Life Celebrations 
Officiant Mary C. Vidas 


Highly Recommended! 
Personalized Weddings 
Contact 651-303-6005 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


Man Up 


My girlfriend’s kid turned 13 last week. 
According to Jewish tradition, that makes 
him a man. 

“Now that you're a man, I expect you to 
start mixing my cocktails," I informed him, 
handing him a recipe for mojitos. 

"But you're not even Jewish," he said. 

“I follow whatever religion benefits me 
most at any given moment. And the Jews 
say that now that you're a man you have to 
stop leaving your clothes on the floor and 
put them in the hamper." 

He looked at me in confusion, and then 
said, “Remind me again, what's a hamper?” 

“It’s that basket in the laundry room 
that your mom slams really hard each time 
she scoops our clothes off the floor and 
shoves them into it." 

This kid is surrounded by mothers and 
step-mothers (six at last count —if you're 
a lesbian with a romantic history I won't 
have to explain the math; if you're a gay 
man, just shake your head in disgust), but 
I don't really qualify as one of them. 

The rest of his gaggle of maternal crea- 
tures hover above him like loving drones, 
swooping in to obliterate any small threat 
to his emotional health. His every whim is 
satisfied immediately. Every self doubt is 
fretted over. And there have been count- 
less hours of disturbing speculation about 
what he does behind his closed bedroom 
door at night. 

"He's 13," I said to the coven of hand- 
wringers. ^What the hell do you think he's 
doing in the privacy of his bedroom? And if 
you want to see for yourself, just keep barg- 
ing in without knocking on his door first." 

Ive known the kid since he was 8, and 
I made it clear from day one that I was not 
another mother hen. Rather, I'm like the 
more experienced kid from a troubled 
home that your mom doesn't want you to 


play with. The first time we were alone 
together, I introduced him to “The Sopra- 
nos," a TV show not known for its kid- 
friendly content. He loved it. And I was 
promptly scolded for my poor judgment by 
the other moms. 

But thwarting authority is what I'm all 
about, and over the years he's edged clos- 
er to my sloppy influence while keeping a 
careful eye on his altogether more skilled, 
nurturing, wise, and wonderful moms. 

Although I'm not Jewish, he is. And 
so, for the past year, he's been preparing 
for his bar mitzvah. Much of the prepara- 
tion involved interviewing the women and 
men in his life about what it means to be 
an adult. I waited with great anticipation 
for my interview! I had a lot to say on the 
subject. Most of it had to do with how awe- 
some it is to be able to eat and drink what- 
ever you want, and to have the freedom to 
tell people to go to hell whenever you want. 
And to continue to wear footie pajamas well 
into middle age and not give a damn what 
anyone thinks about it. 

But by the morning of the Bar Mitzvah, 
it became clear that he had no intention of 
including me in his interviews. 

"Because you're not an adult," he said, 
when I asked him why I was the only mom 
not interviewed. 

"[ am, too!" I cried, stomping my foot 
and contemplating whether to throw a tan- 
trum to pull the spotlight away from the 
bar mitzvah boy and onto me. 

But, then he gave me that sly crooked 
smile that he tries to suppress each time 
he greets me after a long absence. It's the 
smile that let's me know how delighted he 
is to see me, and not just because I let him 
use all his curse words when we're driving 
alone in the car. "You're not an adult," he 
confirmed. "You're a friend." O 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 
3249 Hennepin Ave. S. #45 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824.LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto 5 ММ.сот 
тво .org/ MInnesota 
www.capsprogram.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

BA 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.dallina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
426 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Oyer 

The World And Every Period Of 

Muman History. Free Admission 
aily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Official site of Minneapolis tourism. 
Book your Minneapolis hotel online 
& plan your getaway today. 

250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 250 
Minneapolis, MN 

(888) 676-6757 


www.meetminneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul MN $5102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


EDUCATION 

Second Foundation School 
Academic Freedom Since 1970 
K-12 Democratic School 
Unique Inclusive Community 
Take Charge of Your Education 
Be Yourselll 

1219 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Contact Starri Hedges 
612-378-1014 
SecondFSchool@gmail.com 
www.SecondFoundationSchool.org 


Watershed High School 
In our community, every student is 
an honored student. Come as you 


are! 

654] 16th Ave. S. 
Richfield, MN 55423 
(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Full supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 

People Incorporated Mental 

Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 

community's mental health 

counseling needs at three 

convenient Twin Cities locations. 
Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 

St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small. 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 


sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 
480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 
Museum, Minnesota History 
Center, Northwest Company Fur 
Post, James J. Hill House an 
Historic Fort Snelling. They're 
ocated all around the state. Learn 


more a 
www.visitM Nhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

Welcomes you to Social Science, a 

PROIN event for adults only! 

120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 

www.smm.org/socialscience 

Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and тоге! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 


St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 

developing artists and new work 

while sparking conversation about 

challenging human issues. 
Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 

www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Tan 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and dassie works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
„О. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism throug 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
ool dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educational 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh PI. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, 

training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 

Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
oodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 754.9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 


Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Сһигс 

Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin’s Faith Community 
Through Worship, Education, 
Fellowship, Service, and more. 
A Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 

Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 
www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome a 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
ig questions. Certificate or degree 


pro rams and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers — Friends of the 
erly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 

organization committed to providing 

companionship for isolated seniors 

in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


wwv.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 32 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day трат weekend 
Депу! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine, 
Cruise/Nightlife. m overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

info@m Isnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis Popular destination 

or abundant shopping, unique 
FREE Parkin 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

2] W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


2005 

Міппеѕоѓа 200 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 


Numerous special events. 
13000 Zoo Blvd 


Apple Valley MN 
УУ] 4319200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 


LavenderMagazine.com | 63 


[^c] 
ші 
E 
e 
> 
сс 
=) 
© 


MS. BEHAVIOR? | мегу Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I met these two guys last year and we hit 
it off. We had a lot of fun as a group, going to 
parties and out to the bars. I guess you can 
say I was their “boy.” Sexually, I liked one 
dad better then the other and it showed. 

Things started to get bad for my two dads 
and they are no longer together. The one I 
liked more wants me to be with him. I'm all 
for it; I love him and he is a great guy. 

Here's the bad part: When they started to 
have problems I met this other guy online. I 
knew my two dads were breaking up and I 
would be out in the cold, so I thought what 
I was doing was okay. The guy from online 
lives way out of state. I'm thinking about mov- 
ing to be with him. 

Ireally like both guys alot. The only thing 
that's not the same is the sex. Sex with one is 
really hot and the other is good. What should 
I do? I have fallen in love with both and don't 
want to hurt any one. 

-LOST BOY 


Dear Lost Boy: 

Your problem isn't which “dad” to pick, 
but rather that you're lost. Quickly snagging a 
new boyfriend online so that you wouldn't be 
"out in the cold," suggests that you feel anx- 
ious about being on your own. Maybe you're 
afraid you can't sustain yourself financially or 
emotionally. But if you're living in a panicked 
state where survival feels dependent on some- 
one taking care of you, it's hard to decide 
which man to use as your anchor/boyfriend. 

It's time to identify and deal with your 
fears (perhaps through therapy), so that you 
don't find yourself moving cross-country ev- 


ery time a relationship ends. That will soon 
grow tedious, not to mention expensive. Ulti- 
mately, you'll be happier choosing men based 
on mutual interest and attraction rather than 
your fear of being alone. 

Sex isn't always the best predictor of a 
successful relationship. A good relationship 
requires chemistry, but that doesn't seem to 
be your problem. Hot sex seems better than 
good sex, but it depends on why the hot sex is 
hot. If it's because you rarely see each other 
or because your hook-ups are surrounded by 
secrets or drama, the temperature may quick- 
ly drop if you live together or aren't titillated 
by the prospect of another party finding out. 

Ultimately, you should figure out what 
you can give yourself that isn't dependent on 
someone else taking care of you. So, go to your 
room, young man, and take some time to sort it 
out. Pretend Daddy sent you, if that helps. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My partner Jodi and I have been together 
for 3 1/2 years. Recently, Jodi got down on 
bended knee and proposed. It was so roman- 
tic, I couldn’t refuse. We’re planning to wed 
in Provincetown in June. 

Here’s the problem: while it’s great that 
we can finally marry and perhaps get some 
of the legal protections that straight people 
take for granted, I think marriage is an out- 
dated, sexist construct designed to preserve 
men’s property rights and subrogate wom- 
en. Wouldn’t it be more meaningful for us to 
define our commitment to each other on our 
own terms rather than buying into some het- 
erosexist ideal? 


But what do I tell Jodi? She’s excited 


about planning a big, traditional, hetero-style 
wedding with matching dresses and a five- 
tier wedding cake. Do I burst her bubble 
and tell her that I don’t want any part of this 
sugar-coated charade or do I just smile and 
register our china pattern? 

-NOT THE MARRYING KIND 


Dear Not the Marrying Kind: 

While many queer couples are doing som- 
ersaults of joy to celebrate their marriages, 
others are secretly pulling each other’s hair 
out over where to marry, who to invite, and 
what it all means. Formerly the exclusive do- 
main of heteros, the drama that surrounds 
marriage is a normal part of negotiating any 
huge emotional commitment. And as trying 
as it may be, such negotiations can actually 
make your relationship stronger. 

You and Jodi need to discuss your fan- 
tasies about marriage, itemizing the details 
that matter most, and those that you might 
be willing to compromise. Maybe you can fig- 
ure out which traditional parts you can stom- 
ach (perhaps the majestic wedding cake?) 
and which ones offend you. Jodi can decide 
which traditional aspects she can do without, 
and which ones seem particularly meaning- 
ful to her. Ultimately, you should be able to 
work out a happy compromise. 

Frankly, the only part of Jodi’s plan Ms. 
Behavior finds distressing is the matching 
dresses. Please try to come up with a sen- 
sible alternative. O 


€ 2013 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspon- 
dence to msbehavior(ümac.com. 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


POR RODRO 
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Viagra Park 
Parc Viagra 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EDUCATION 


LEARN SPANISH AT EASE - Spanish 
Class Minnesota offers Spanish classes, 
from Beginners to Advanced, in small 
groups of up to six students. Timely and 
original materials. (651) 917-3445, www. 
spanishclassmn.com. 


HELP WANTED 


Researchers are looking to interview 
people who identify as gender variant (e.g. 
transgender, genderqueer, bigender, etc.) 
about their experiences expressing gender 
identity. Interviews will last approximately 
1 hour, and will be conducted on the 
Hamline University campus during late 
July. Each participant will receive $15. If 
interested, please contact the researchers 
at kmckeageo1(ahamline.edu (preferred) ог 
(651) 523-2708. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional 
Market * Next sale: VINTAGE FUN - AUG. 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Wed 1-7pm, Thurs/Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat/Sun 10am-ópm * 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


ULTRA SHINE WINDOWS, LLC - Window 
Washing & Gutter Cleaning "We shine 
above the rest" - Window Washing - Gutter 
Cleaning - Power Washing. 10% off for First 
Time Clients. Call: (612) 298-8737. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 


schedules in Minneapolis & Eau Claire. 
tliddellcleaning(dyahoo.com. Call 
(612) 834-4887. 


Terry: 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Licensed 
Psychologist. 19 years experience. Focusing 
on mindful intentional living. Learning to 
live with uncertainty in an uncertain world. 
Adult individuals/couples. No charge initial 
session. (612) 922-9100, kate heffelfinger(a 
msn.com. 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., 


REAL ESTATE 


Lake Vermilion; Private five/ten acre 
wooded peninsula of island property. 
Electric power. Nearly half mile of 
shoreline. Protected Bay for dock. Sand 
beach. Undisturbed views. Easy access. 
Call: (651) 735-8857. 


BEAUTIFUL ADIRONDACK  - Artists 
retreat for sale. 4 BR, 1.5 BA. Located in 
the historic village of Northville, NY. View 
listing on LakeHouse.com. Ad #13027, or 
call Bill Gillis, (516) 378-6278. 


Fabulous Queen Anne Victorian on the 
Mississippi Bluffs of St. Paul on exclusive 
Mt. Hope Curve. 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms. 
Inventoried in Historic Registry. 241 
Prescott St. $429,900. Gail Polo - Edina 
Realty. (651) 239-5600. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (a (612) 306-6323. 


Deep Tissue Sports Massage by tan athletic 
male. Flexible hours. Text: (612) 747-2401. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Father Steve Prokop, Old Catholic Church 
priest performs same sex weddings, any 
location, plan your own ceremony and 
music. www.weddingofficiant.us. 


Affordable, experienced vocalist available 
to sing at your wedding. Classical, folk, jazz, 
pop * more. Call: (612) 524-8544 or email: 
nikkinavratil@gmail.com. Plan ahead or 
last minute! 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


Pictures at the Zoo - Through 
the Eyes of Jaclyn G. 


I'm driving home from work, but the road 
and traffic have fallen away. My ears are ring- 
ing. l'm confused and have around me a 
sense of unreality. Moments ago I broke his 
heart, the man I was going to marry. 

He told me he'd get his life together-go to 
school, find a job-and yet here he is: “hang- 
ing out" with his parents, throwing away 
what could've been the rest of our lives. 

“I love you, but,” I say and feel his heart 
brace for impact, “But I can't do this anymore." 

Before me flash five years at his side, 
and in them, my happiest moments. I see 
us at the zoo, where we'd make up things 
animals would say about people if they could 
talk, about how they'd laugh at how silly we 
are for watching them shit. I see us at out- 
door concerts with wayfarers on and beers 
in our hands. And I see him doing some an- 
noyingly cute, computer-nerdy thing. 

Now I’m in my car, hot all over, adrena- 
line-drunk and unsure. And I'm scared. I'm 
really fucking scared. Now I have no one. I 
have no friends in Minneapolis. I'm going to 
be alone forever. 

Six Months Pass. 

Six months after our breakup and I'm sit- 
ting in a hundred-degree bus in the middle 
of August after a day at the zoo, air musk- 
soaked with the sweat of a dozen coworkers. 
I'm sitting beside my manager. 

Six months after our breakup and I 
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have friends. I’m able to sleep alone. I'm 
not depressed. I’m on my own, and I'm well. 
I didn't need him then, and I sure as hell 
don't need him now. 

But his shadow remains, poking my mind 
every time I get him off of it, filling me when- 
ever I smell his cologne, hear our music, talk 
to our friends. And my manager, the ever in- 
sightful, sees my suffering. 

My manager knows. In her I confide 
maybe too much, but she's nonjudgmental, 
or good at hiding it if she is. She'll share ad- 
vice when I need it, and I need some today. 

“Look, Jaclyn,” she says, “You have to 
ask yourself something: Do you want a man 
who will support you financially, or one who 
will support you emotionally?" 

I look past her, through a dirty bus 
window and at the zoo. What? A man who 
will... What? 

My vision blurs. There's ringing in my 
ears. Oh my God. What am I doing? 

So plainly hidden that it went unnoticed, 
her question is salvation from denial. Here 
I've sat in judgment of the love of my life, 
throwing around heart-crushing tantrums 
when things weren't going my way. I've 
been harsh, stubborn, inflexible. And he’s 
the child? 

Our breakup was partially the result of 
my imposing upon him “adulthood” as I 
knew it, of my ultimatum-laced Better-for- 


Us expectations. The future I wanted for 
us, no doubt well-intentioned, was MY fu- 
ture. Not ours. 

What kind of man do I want, she asks? I 
want a man who will... I want the man who 
will make me happy. 

I want him. My him. Not the him who 
belongs to my fantasies. Not the him who 
sits around with a broken heart. I want him, 
the man I love-and no more than who he is. 

He is, after all, my kind of silly; my Sun- 
day-morning-hangover partner-in-crime; 
my blanket-hogging, movie-watching, con- 
cert-going, love-making kind of guy. 

As for adulthood? Fuck it. We define 
our own. I love him, and after a summer in 
doubt, I know this is, and will remain, true, 
suit-and-tie or not. 

So it is on this bus I realize that we'll be 
together again, and it is here at the zoo, as 
our bus pulls away, that I imagine inside live 
animals talking shit about silly people do- 
ing silly things. O 


Jaclyn lives in Minneapolis with her boyfriend, Brian. 
They haven't been back to the zoo... yet. 


Пер cure MIN. 


For more information about 
participating in a research study, 
call: 612-625-7472 
or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let's talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover* 


Handcrafted in small 
batches, using. 
traditional recipes a 
the Nolet Distillery 
in Holland 


Founded 1691. 


KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 40% Alc/Vol. 
©2013 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


* 


